VICTORVILLE, CALIFORNIA




THE HI- DESFRT VIRGIN i

% Fr. Michael Ibrahim and Saint dwiS cunliy ans/ pf (Lilsie pdl)
Mary Church congregation, cor- el yJ 4l Aiigill A28 oy ye o) H3all
dially, congratulates His Holiness, L) 4l G ganall US 5y ey sle Jj\
the shepherd of shep- ' Aie b AN agid
herds, our beloved, Pope
Shenouda III on the Oy @l Ayl
34th anniversary of his ji H%"J\ ol ‘5“?5 e
enthronement on the see ey (am Nl O je e

catulael GSEN alld,

of St. Mark the Apostle,
and His Grace Bishop Gl gl ydie gy Aaulia

Serapion for the 10th vty aalall sl 8 e
e e i ©271 ) Ll ol i
T eslaal (upd A8 Liel

cese of Los Angeles and Hawaii. .~ i,". = T
We ask the Lord to preserve them u - u‘”‘?ui 1 ; L“ ‘6‘{“‘}
both for many peaceful and pleas- Aalls B30 3330 (s Logn

ant years to come. Chal Sl (il e Al
% The Church congratulates Fr. An- (»sl ()  aedsa s 4oy 4l
tony Nasif and his family for their - o j g0 o i AL § (o slai]
safe arrival to the Los Angeles and ol Uigags
for his recep- 4 41eS La el

tion at Samt N s
Mauricel T

Church in| .} ek (48
Pomona. May o sl s
the Lord bless | e /L3
his p'riethgod - : 4 Aiag)y Jola
and his ministry. e daliay dlilall g cillis ALl
¥ Congratulations to Mr. Wasfi Legd s

Khalil and his wife, Enayat, for
the birth of their first grandson. Alladly slalls B 4l Sl

May he grow in spirit and stature. W bl 4S5l
¥ Congratulations to Isacc Waldai S -QJJ'J':J I
and family for his blessed baptism. [ Ane OS5 Qi) &= 5 )l
May the Lord bless him and keep f§}" el 8 paiyd
ALl

- >
-
o v Fo v

./..’ ..r‘.’ 5 ./..) f,




THE HI- DESERT VIRGIN

tions

6 What If!

7 Youth Corner

11 The Bible and I
12 Jesus’ Children

Pg 1In This Issue
2 Church News
3 Verse of the month

3 Church Calendar

4 Thanksgiving during Tribula-

Al e A e
dagigl) JLA) Y
aﬂ\ L’..\A.\ Ua gy Guoadl) VY

Ay Adad o 455 (A€ Y ¢

L A8 g (g ppal) ) ©

JSed) 5ial) JA5 Y 13N 1

Jo¥) dugaba it Y

raa gl e S Bagld L)Y .

Gl el ey Y ¥

de ) clasdl) Jgaa YV

N

(2 Corinthians 9:15)

“Verse of the Month -

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

A

Church Calendar

Sun [ Mon { Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat
t
21% of Nov 1 Nov 2 Nov 3 Nov 4 Nov 5
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Thanksgiving during Tribuletions
H.H. Pope Shenouda II1

The highest level of thanksgiving is Tribulations need thanksgiving be-
to give thanks during tribulations. cause it strengthens our spiritualities.
We thank God for the tribulations It gives us depth in prayer and fast-
from which He saved us. But, what ing, and in the relation with God.
is greater, is to give thanks for the Sometimes a severe tribulation leads
prevailing tribulations which we us to the life of repentance, more
bear. To endure and bear the tribula- than listing to hundred sermons or
tions is a virtue. To accept and be reading many spiritual books.
content with tribulation is a greater In tribulations, we see the power of
virtue. More importantly is the hand of the Lord. It shows
to give thanks for the tribu- us His coming into our lives
lation with joy and not as a and His protection. It gives us
mere duty. f spiritual experiences which
we could not attain otherwise.
Furthermore, it sifts the
church and separates the tares
from the wheat. For all these
reasons and others, we give
thanks to God for tribulation
and consider it a blessing. Of course,
he who gives thanks during tribula-
tion shall give thanks for all other
things. So, he lives the constant life
of thanksgiving.

Tribulations Worthy Of Thanks-
giving: When our Fathers the Apos-
tles were imprisoned and scourged,
the Bible says that after they were set
free, “...they departed from the pres-
ence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer

in the Bible, but by our example to Shame for His Name”. (Acts 5:41)
them with our lives and behaviors. S0 our Fathers the Apostles consid-
The Bible says, the fruits of the ered the sufferings and insults bless-
Spirit are “Love, Joy, Peace...”. He ings they do not des§rve. those tribu-
who posses such fruits gives thanks lations are fellowship of the suffer-
to God. ings of Christ: The Bible says, “For

to you it has been granted on behalf!
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When we give thanks to i
God during tribulation, we |
prove that we love God not K
just for His gift that He &
gives us, wealth, generosity,
comforts of life, or the ones He
grants us, calmness and peace, but
because God, only, is our goal. We
thank Him always and we do not
allow events to take away our peace,
or joy in the Lord.

This thanksgiving and rejoicings has
its effects on others. When others
see us thankful calm and joyful in
tribulations, they are comforted. As-
suredly, when they see our peace of
mind, they will not only be consoled
by the spiritual principles presented
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of Christ, not only to believe in Him,
but also to suffer for His sake”. (Phil
1:29).

Since sufferings is a gift, why don’t
we rejoice and give thanks?

St Paul, the Apostle said, “That [
may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, being conformed to
his death.” (Phil 3:10) This is the
fellowship for which our Fathers the
Apostles rejoiced.

When the Lord gives a spiritual per-
son a cross to carry, he rejoices and
gives thanks, as it is a fellow- .
ship of the sufferings of
Christ. He gives thanks for g
tribulation, exactly as he ‘i
gives thanks for gifts, be- &
cause he considers tribulation
a gift.

In tribulations, many concentrate on
the sufferings and pain, but the spiri-
tual person contemplates on the rea-
son our loving Lord allows such
tribulations. The spiritual person be-
lieves that there must be some good
in tribulation and if he cannot see the
good now, it does not mean it does
not exist; through faith he can see it.

We can learn a lesson from the sor-
rows and troubles of Jonah the
Prophet: Jonah was swallowed by
the whale. Did he give thanks? Yes,
because this was the only way he
was saved from drowning. It also
made him carry out his mission and
cry out against Nineveh. Later, Jonah
was saddened when the plant which
gave him shade withered. But if he

.
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had stretched his spiritual sight fur-
ther, he would have seen that it was
the introduction to his reconciliation
with God; a matter for which he
must give thanks....

Saint John, the beloved, was exiled
to the Isle of Patmos, Do you think
we thank the Lord for this? Undoubt-
edly yes, because his tribulation
lifted his spirit; “He was in the
spirit” (Rev 1:10). At the exile, he
saw the heaven opened, and the
throne of God surrounded by the
heavenly hosts. He saw what
would occur later, and wrote
the Book of Revelation. No
doubt the exile of Saint John
was the best days of his life.
It was a matter worthy of
thanksgiving. It is important
that we do not restricted our vision to
the bounds of the problem, but look
forward to what comes out of it and
see the greater goodness which the
Lord has purposed from it.

If we do not give thanks for the diffi-
culty, we should give thanks for the
goodness meant by it. Men of the
world may lose the senses of thanks-
giving when they fall into various
sorrows and troubles. And if you ask
any of them to give thanks to the
Lord, he would answer you in anger
and amazement; “For what should I
give thanks?! Can’t you see the
anxieties within me?”

But the children of God are not both-
ered with such matters, Why? Be-

cause separation from God is their
.
At
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only worry. As long as they are attached to Him, it is enough for their con-
stant life of thanksgiving.

God’s children thank Him in every condition, in poorness and in wealth, in
sickness and in health, for life and for death. They always give thanks be-
cause during tribulation, they did not lose their main goal which is their
attachment to God. They are always rejoicing and joyful. Each of them
would say: If I lose everything, and only God is left for me; this would be
enough and I thank the Lord for that. Because for me God is everything, all
in all. Nothing grieves me?! Saint Paul the Apostle says, “Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake”.(2 Cor 12-10). He takes pleasure because dis-
tresses make him nearer to God, and while he is in this weakness, the
strength of God protects him and makes him stronger. Therefore, he says
immediately afterwards, “For when I am weak, then I am strong”. Besides,
distresses bring on crowns to those who endure to the end.

What If!
. & What if God couldn't take the time to bless us today because we couldn't
. take the time to thank Him yesterday?

i+ What if God would not hear us today because we would not listen to
him yesterday?

% What if God decided to stop leading us tomorrow because we didn't
- follow Him today?

. & What if we never saw another flower bloom because we grumbled when

_ God sent the rain?

& What if God didn't walk with us today because we failed to recognize it
as His day?

% What if God took away his message because we failed to listen to the
. messenger?

- % What if the door to the church was closed because we did not open the
. door of our heart?

. & What if God stopped loving and caring for us because we failed to love
. and care for others?

% What if God answered our prayers the way we answer His call to ser-
| vice?

% What if God met our needs the way we give Him our lives?

. What if God didn't send His only begotten Son because He wanted us to
. be prepared to pay the price for sin?
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The first Ecumenical Council was
held in 325 AD on the occasion of
the heresy of Arius (Arianism).
Alexandros was a priest, well ad-
vanced in years when he was chosen
to sit on the chair of St. Mark in 303
AD. The people and clergy revered
and loved him. Soon after Alexan-
dros became Pope, Arius,
knowing his gentleness,
sought to be absolved by
him. But his gentleness
was coupled with the wis-
dom of serpents. There-
fore, he answered those
who entreated him on be-
half of Arius by saying:
“Go and tell him that my ‘
father Abba Petros counseled me not
to have any communion with him. If
he repents of his sin against our Sav-
ior, I will gladly take him back into
the church fold”. This answer infuri-
ated Arius and set him against his
Prelate. Arius became very active in
preaching his heresy. He succeeded
in winning many adherents, among
whom were two bishops from Libya:
Secundus and Theonas.

Abba Alexandros decided to win
Arius by persuasion, patience, and
gentleness. He convoked a council in
Alexandria wherein he gave full lib-
erty to Arius and his partisans to dis-
cus their views and defend them be-
fore the assembled bishops, and in
turn, listen to the Church Doctrine
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expounded in all its integrity. Arius
stubbornly refused to be convinced
and grew even more arrogant and
delusive. This led Abba Alexandros
to convoke the church council for
the second time in the year 321 AD.
Urging all Egyptian Bishops to at-
tend one hundred of them re-
sponded and assembled at
the meeting. The result of
this council was to degrade
Arius from his priestly
office, and to excommuni-
cate him. Ninety-eight of
the bishops signed this
verdict, and the two who
- refused to sign were the
“ Libyan bishops whom
Arius had already influenced.

This verdict was insufficient to stop
Arius. He denied the divinity of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Consequently, a
fierce battle was waged: a spiritual
and intellectual battle. Alexandria
was the battlefield. Several councils
were convoked in different cities of
Egypt.

During this time, Emperor Constan-
tine declared Christianity as one of
the State religions. Using this, Arius
and his followers began to incite the
civil authorities against the
“Orthodox Faith” in an attempt to
stir up persecution. Emperor Con-
stantine appointed Bishop Hosius of’

Cordova as his religious counselor.
P @

na as
<
S




i
This bishop had suffered greatly in
the persecution of Maximianus, and
enjoyed a well-earned reputation for
sanctity. Bishop Hosius made an at-
tempt to effect reconciliation, and an
Alexandrian council was convoked
for the third time. After attending it,
Hosius realized that Arius was a
troublemaker and a heretic. He
agreed with Abba Alexandros that
the only solution to this problem lay
in convoking an ecumenical council.
Hosius reported this to Emperor
Constantine, who accepted the idea.
Thus it was decided to convoke the
first council of its kind - a council of
representatives of all the Christian
churches in existence.

The Council at Nicea 325 AD

1. The attendees

The council of Nicea was outstand-
ingly universal. It counted among its
members bishops from as far as
Spain to the west, from Persia,
Scythia and all churches of the east.
They were THREE HUNDRED
AND EIGHTEEN trained servants of
the Most High, among them were
men who carried within their bodies
the scars of their fearless confession
during the persecutions, .... Abba
Alexandros, Pope of Alexandria,
came with twenty of his bishops. The
most outstanding and most formida-
ble personality was Athanasius who
was only twenty-five years old and a
deacon.

2. The council
The council was solemnly inaugu-
rated on June 20th. The President
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Bishop was chosen to be Hosius of
Cordova who was elected both for
his age and sanctity.

3. The order of business

The council proceeded with its order
of business, the first of which was to
deliberate on the Arian heresy.

The overwhelming majority, decided
that the Arian doctrine was a heresy,
and to preserve the Christian faith as
it had been handed down to them by
the Apostolic Church Founders, they
had to sum up its elements and give
them a crystal clear definition. Thus
was born the idea of the Creed, and it
was this council of venerable Chris-
tian Fathers that formulated the Ni-
cene Creed, the first in the history of
Christianity.

To this day this is the Creed still
used either in its entirety or its main
basis in many churches, both of the
east and the west. Only six of the
three hundred and eighteen members
of the council were from the west,
the Creed is therefore the Legacy of
the orient given to the church univer-
sal. The Creed was written in the
Greek language. Arius had declared
that Christ, the Son, was of like sub-
stance to the Father's, in Greek
“Oomoisios”. But the Orthodox cler-
gymen affirmed that He was of the
Father's very substance-
“Oomoosios”.

4. The Creed
The council selected three members
to word the Creed. They were Alex-

andros, Pope of the See of Alexan-
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dria, his deacon Athanasius, and Le-
ontius, bishop of Caesarea in Cappa-
docia. Namely two Egyptians and the
third a Syrian.

The three agreed that the Creed must
affirm the divinity of the Son, so as
to the basis of the Christian faith of
the Church Universal for all time.

The text worded by the three is:

“WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD: THE
FATHER ALMIGHTY,
MAKER OF HEAVEN AND
EARTH: THE VISIBLE AND
THE |INVISIBLE. WE BE-
LIEVE IN ONE LORD JESUS
THE CHRIST, THE ONLY
BEGOTTEN SON, BORN OF
THE FATHER BEFORE ALL
AGES. LIGHT OF LIGHT,
VERY GOD OF VERY GOD;
BEGOTTEN NOT CREATED.
CONSUBSTANTIAL WITH
THE FATHER; BY WHOM
WERE ALL THINGS MADE. THIS IS
HE WHO FOR US HUMANS, AND
FOR OUR SALVATION, CAME DOWN
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Having established the basic church
doctrine of the divinity of the Son,
the Nicene council fathers turned to
other matters of concern to all
churches. Among them were the date
of the celebration of Easter, the ques-
tion of re-baptism, the question of
celibacy or non-celibacy of the
clergy and a number of other ques-
tions.

On the subject of the Easter
date, the representatives of
all the churches agreed that
historically and according to
the scriptures Easter Sunday
came after the Jewish Pass-
over and at the beginning of
the spring season, and they
expressed the wish that all of
them should celebrate it in
unison on the same date.
Having heard of the Epact
Cycle that had been calculated by the
12th Alexandrian Pope, the council

FROM HEAVEN, AND WAS MADE agreed to request that the head of
MAN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE church of Alexandria should under-
VIRGIN MARY. HE WAS INCARNATE: take the responsibility of writing an
CRUCIFIED UNDER PONTIUS PI- annual Paschal letter to all his breth-
LATE, HE SUFFERED, WAS BURIED ren bishops, including the bishop of
AND ROSE FROM THE DEAD ON Rome. He would advise them of the
THE THIRD DAY ACCORDING TO ({ate of the Easter. They, in their turn,
THE SCRIPTURES. HE ASCENDED
UP TO HEAVEN AND SITTETH AT
THE RIGHT HAND OF HIS FATHER,
FROM WHENCE HE SHALL COME IN Concerning re-baptism, it was the
GLORY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND decision that had been made by the
THE DEAD; FOR WHOSE KINGDOM church of Alexandria during the time
THERE IS NO END. WE BELIEVE IN

were to relay the date to all churches
within their domains.

of Abba Dionysius that was unani-

THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
5. Other outcomes of the Council

o
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mously accepted which was that bap-

tism was to be administered ONCE
.
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ONLY in a lifetime. Christians who had renounced their faith and then
wished to be accepted again were to be examined, and if proven sincere,
were forgiven and admitted back into the communion of believers.

The council then discussed other matters and the outcome was the formu-
lation of twenty canons. One of these canons concerned the celibacy of the
clergy. Abba Paphnuti, bishop of Thebaid, declared, “We should not im-
pose too hard a yoke on the clergy, for marriage is honorable and blame-
less, as the Apostle Paul says. It is therefore right to abide strictly by the
orders of the early church: that none can marry except before his reception
of holy orders but not after.” Abba Paphnuti's words carried great weight
and all present accepted them, thus given each clergyman the liberty to
decide for himself the mode of life he preferred. The Coptic Church abides
by this canon (as it abides by all the Nicene canons) up to the present day.
A priest can get married while still a layman. Once he gets ordained, how-
ever, if he is still single, he must remain so, and should his wife die, he
cannot re-marry.

When all church matters were regulated to the satisfaction of the assem-
bled bishops Emperor Constantine convoked the bishops for a final session
in which he exhorted them to do their utmost to maintain peace in the
church. He then accorded them to remember him in their prayers.

The Coptic Church commemorates this council on the 9" day of the Coptic
month of Hatour, the 18™ of November.

Quote of The Month
Live in such a way that those
who know you but don’t know
God will come to know God
because they know you.

Unknown

Ashraf Drieas Nov 04
Christian Wisdom Baykomious Elmagarisy Nov 05
Give thanks to God over every Mina Gerges Nov 08

breath you take, every step you .
make, and every work you do. Abraam Attla. Nov 11
Everything is worthy of thanks-| Barbara Austin Nov 14
giving, and whatever happens| Peter Abdelsayed Nov 22
always say, “it is all for the Kyrollos Awad Nov 28
best.” Pope Shenouda III | teven Farag Nov 29
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Father Tadros Y. Malaty

Almost every human being complains: “I am in need of love. No one can
understand me, and share my deep feelings with me.”

The young man, the little baby and the elder find their satisfaction in love.
They need to love and to be loved by someone who can share and under-
stand their real feelings. Even criminals desire to find someone who is sin-
cerely interested in them. The Holy Bible has the real solution for this prob-
lem. It reveals God as the true Lover of Mankind. God desires to speak
with Man, face to face. According to St. John Chrysostom, Man was not in
need of the written word of God, the Holy Bible, for God could speak with
us as He spoke with Adam, face to face, in the Garden of Eden. Now, after
our fall in sin, we cannot practice that. God grants us the natural Law and
the written Law, so that we may hear His gracious voice and respond to it.

What is the goal of the Holy Bible for me?

God grants me His written word, and prepares me to receive the Word of’
God Himself. In Him I have the right to enjoy the unity with the Father
through His Holy Spirit. Through the Bible, I discover the reality of God.
He is Love. He is not separated and isolated in His heaven. He seeks me,
He loved me, even before my creation. His love is practical; He sacrificed
His Only-Begotten Son on my behalf. God is interested in me. ['am not one
of the billions of His creatures. I am special to Him. God does not issue or-
ders so that I have to obey. He grants me His commandments to give me the
chance to have a good response to His love, by my obedience.

The Holy Bible is not a monologue, but it is a dialogue, through which God
reveals His pleasure not only in His speech with me, but also in hearing
me. It declares the mutual love between God and me. God truly descends to
establish a covenant with me, as a man with a man. What great humbleness
He shows to me! God created me in His image and He is still working for
my glorification. He wants me to be free and not to be a slave. God grants
me His Holy Bible to enjoy the personal contact with Him, and at the same
time the membership in His One Church.

The Holy Bible is the ladder through which I have the right to practice the
heavenly life, the risen life with Christ, the communion with the heavenly
hosts, and the unceasing inner joy. He promises me a share in His heavenly
glory. Now is the time to have the pledge of these promises.

The Holy Bible reveals our life as a continuous celebration of our spiritual
and everlasting marriage. Through it, my Heavenly spouse reveals His
mysteries to me, and I speak with Him openly. By His Holy Spirit, I open
my heart to Him, who opens His heart to me. ,
- J it
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BIBLE WORDSEARCH
A[R|B|G|F|T|L|[D|[C|B|[F|C]|B|N
TIT|UR[M[W[A[T[W|M|U|T]|P]|E
CILI|OJA|K|C|T|S|O|R|L|E|G|B
JIB|G|H|O[M[C|C|[F[A[Q[M]|O|U
RICIN|IA|C|Y|T|T|W|N|C|P|T|C
N[(B[O[W[V[IIT|M[P|E|B|R|L|U|H
PIEIB|Q[A|[X|R|L[X|[P|A|JE]|Y]|A
[ BIM[CIN|T|B|E|H[J|Y|D|[Z]|D
LID|IT|R|G|F[L[S]JJ[E]JT]|Q[R]|N
A[F|B|A[E|P|N|O[M|JO|[L|O|S|E
T{L{D|IWI[L|H|C|K[P|A[C|T]|E|Z
EIW|IX|T|B|W[S[V]IA|U|D|B|S|Z
Q|D|(G|[H|A|[R|P|JIT|D|[F|G|L[OJA
A[T|Q|K|[S|L|T|[C|F|K[A|B|M|R

Who was the Lord speaking to in Exodus chapter 25 verse 1?

To which city did Joshua send two spies? (Joshua chapter 2 verse 1)
With what did Elijah cover his face? (1 Kings chapter 19 verse 13)
Who did David command all the leaders to help? (1 Chronicles chapter
22 verse 17)

. For what building had the men started to lay the foundations in Ezra

chapter 3 verse 10?

. Who did the Lord say He was sending for in Jeremiah chapter 16 verse

16?

Which king is mentioned in Daniel chapter 4?

Who came to Jesus to ask why He used parables? (Matthew chapter 13
verse 10)

Who asked "Is this man a Galilean?" (Luke chapter 23 verse 6)

10.May the ------ who has rescued me from all harm, bless them. (Genesis
_ chapter 48 verse 16)
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eacon’s Meeting dsaladi glaial 6:00-7:00 P
Audall 7:00 -7:30 P
Saturdays |’ ®SP¢r T
o ny esper Sermon addli]  7:30-8:30P
) College Meeting daala Gludi plaia)|  8:30-9:30 P
Midnight Praise Sl hal Ao | 9:30-10:30 P
Divine Litur Y ol 1 8:00 - 11:30A
Sundays gy &
&‘i\y Sunday School Ayl guylaa 11:30 - 12:30 Pﬁ
Servants Meeting alad elaia) | 12:30- 1:30 P
Wednesday [Divine Liturgy oY o8 800 - 11:00 A
¢lay ) |Arabic Bible Study eSS e 7:00-8:00 P
Divine Liturgy s ol 8:00 - 10:30 AM|
Fridays [Hymns Class (Beginners)
daandl ('9 Aa ja) glat i Juab | 5:30 - 6:30 P
English Bible Study s Jjalad) GUS (3] 6:30-7:30 P

The Hi-Desert Virgin

http://stmaryvictorville.lacopts.org

A monthly newsletter published by

Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church

14647 Bonanza Rd Victorville, Ca 92392

P.O. Box 190, Victorville, Ca 92393

E-mail: HiDesertVirgin@aol.com

Phone: (760) 241-6279  Fax: (760) 241-0403
Father Michael Ibrahim Res. (760) 241- 5199
Email: FrMichaellbrahim@LA Copts.org

L.A. Diocese's Website: http://www.lacopts.org
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