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× Ю пЮмъϜ йтнϠϝϡЮϜ йтнКϽЮϜ иϼϝтϿЮϜ пжϝϫЮϜ ЀмϽЎϜнϦ ϝϠϝϡЮϜ ϣЂϜϹЧ ЀнЮ ϣуІϼϝϡтъ

 днуϠϜϽуЂ ϝϡжъϜ ϣТϝуж йтϝКϽϠ ЀнЯϯжϜ ев̸̻ ϽϠнϧЪϜð̹̹ ϽϠнϧЪϜ аϝҶЦ ϹЦм .
 ХТϜнгЮϜ ̭ϝϪыϫЮϜ ант ̪ЭуТ ϼнϧЫуУϠ бтϽв ̭ϜϼϻЛЮϜ ϝзϧЃузЪ иϼϝтϿϠ йϧЂϜϹЦ̷̹ 

 ϽϠнϧЪϜ̷̸̹̼ . 

× His Holiness Pope Tawadros II visited the Diocese of Los An-

geles, Southern California and Hawaii on October 14, 2015. H. 
H. blessed our church, Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox church with 

his visit on Tuesday, October 20, 2015. 

  

  

 

ò пТ еЫЃуЮ Ϟϼϝт йϧЯϡЦм йϦϽϧ϶Ϝ егЮ пϠнА

ϹϠцϜ пЮϜ Шϼϝтϸ ñϿв)̻:̼̽ ( 

 ЭуТ ϼнϧЫуУϠ бтϽв ̭ϜϼϻЛЮϜ ϣЃузЪ ϟЛІм аϜϹ϶м ϣЃвϝгІм ϣзϯЮ

ϣуϡЯЧЮϜ оϾϝЛϧЮϜ ЉЮϝ϶ днвϹЧт  

 /ЀϹзлгЮϜ ϝзϲ бϚϜм йЧуЧІ ЬϝЧϧжъ .ϝзϲ Ϲуϲм /ϺϝϧЂцϜ йуϡЯЧЮϜ оϾϝЛϧЮϜ йҶϧϮмϿЮ

.ϝзϲ етϜϽϠм оϾнЂ иϸъмϜм 

 ϢϿтϽϦ /ϣЯЎϝУЮϜ ϢϹуЃЮϜм ϣϮмϾ оϸϜϹПϠ ЭуЇув /ϺϝϧЂъϜ .ϽЋгϠ ϝлЧуЧІ ЬϝЧϧжъ 

 ЙугϯЮ ϝвыЂм ̭ϜϿК пГЛтм ̪еуЃтϹЧЮϜ дϝЏϲϒ пТ блЃУжϜ ϱузт ϟϳгЮϜ ϞϽЮϜ

.ϽЂцϜ ϸϜϽТϒ 
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The Nativity fast starts on  

November 26, 2015. 
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His Holiness Pope Tawadros II be-

gan his sermon to the congregation 

of Saint Mary church in Victorville 

by saying: 

Since we have just visited Saint 

Paul Brotherhood this morning, I 

would like to talk to you about our 

teacher Saint Paul and his teach-

ings. If you read Saint Paul's let-

ters, you will notice that Saint Paul 

tends to summarize his letters in 

points and short sentences. 

Today, I would like to talk to you 

about five words that Saint Paul 

wrote in his second letter to the 

Corinthians.  

ñFinally, brethren, farewell. Be-

come complete. Be of good com-

fort, be of one mind, live in peace; 

and the God of love and peace will 

be with you.ò (2 Cor 13:11). 

These five words remind us of the 

five fingers of our hand. The hand 

represents the power of a fist. The 

variety with every finger and its 

function. Each finger has its role 

but still cooperates with the other 

fingers; they are not against each 

other but they complete each other. 

Today is Tuesday, God is with us 

today, he was with us yesterday, 

and he will be with us tomorrow. 

He is not only with us as a group 

but He is also with each one of us 

individually.... He knows every-

thing about you, just make Him 

your joy. 

We thank God every day. When He 

asks us why you thank me, we an-

swer saying, because you protected 

us, assisted us, preserved us, ac-

cepted us, and had compassion up-

on us, supported us and brought us 

to this hour. 

God does a lot of beautiful and 

sweet things for us, therefore, we 

thank him for all the good He does. 

Second: be complete. We can be 

complete through the church of the 

Christ. You have a beautiful church 

and you want to build a larger 

church for your children. With the 

help and prayers of His Grace, your 

bishop, Anba Serapion, and Father 

Michael, you can be complete 
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through the church; when you prac-

tice its sacraments; when you prac-

tice confession, communion, serve 

each other, fast, and read the Holy 

Book and the books written by our 

saints thought out the church histo-

ry; when you gather here. 

Be complete through the church as 

it gives us sweet meals. The word 

(be complete) also makes you 

beautiful and sweet. The human 

beauty shows in the church. The 

one who is far from the church is 

far from beauty; those who are 

close to the church will become 

more and more beautiful ... so be 

close to church. 

The church is not a place for us to 

just get together and socialize, but 

the church is a complete life. Here, 

we support each other and we feel 

happy when we meet one another. 

We ask about the ones who are ab-

sent and support them when they 

need support. This is the church, 

we are parts of the one single body 

of Christ, so all of you who are 

here and millions and millions like 

you, are standing in one line that 

reaches up to heaven.  

ñTherefore, we thank God who 

guides us in his glory in Jesus 

Christ all the times, and though us 

the smell of Jesus knowledge shows 

everywhere, as we are the beautiful 

smell of Jesus Christò (2 Cor 2-

14).  

Therefore, the church is not about 

being large or small, but it is about 

having the beautiful aroma of Je-

sus, the aroma of love, honesty and 

modesty. Be complete though the 

church as the church is your beau-

ty. 

Rejoice in Christ through your dai-

ly life. Jesus is your joy... Jesus 

lives in your heart and He watches 

over you ... He walks with you in 

each step of the way... Jesus said ñI 

am with you the whole days and till 

the end of timeò.... Jesus is with 

you, He knows your circumstances 

and your thoughts so make Him 

your joy. 

Third: Have comfort in reading the 

bible everyday... This gives com-

fort to the soul and makes the at-

mosphere in your house holy and 

renders it to God. As the bible says, 

ñwhen I have lots of sorrow inside 

me, your word comforts me ... 

Amen come our lord Jesus Christ.ò 

Whenever you open the bible say: 

Amen come our lord Jesus. Tell 

Him: God I want to feel your pres-

ence, I want to see you, my heart 

beats and says: Amen come my 

lord Jesus. Make the bible your 

nourishment. 

When we pray, we take verses from 

the bible to make the communion 

holy, and we use verse from the 

bible when we practice confession, 

baptism and marriage, in all this we 
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use verses from the bible to make it 

holy, in Matthew 4:4, ñIt is written, 

"Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of Godò  .The word 

of God makes you full of happi-

ness, strong, have peace inside and 

out .When you raise your children 

thought the words of the bible they 

will grow up with faces that re-

flects the grace of God. Keep the 

bible always open in your house. 

.. make your house and your life 

holy and dedicate it to God through 

reading the words of the holy Bi-

ble.. The word of God makes you 

full, gives you joy and happiness, 

makes you strong, encourages you 

and guides you. 

Blessed are the Mothers and fathers 

who raise their children through the 

scripture... Some Children are 

raised through fear, demands and 

orders or abuse and hitting, or on 

the contrary through spoiling them 

by pampering them.... The right 

way is to raise the children through 

the grace of God... 

Fourth, Have one care, be of one 

mind....... the beautiful church 

should have one care in Jesus, each 

one of us has a role inside the 

church... as God made the eyes to 

see and the eye brows to give beau-

ty to the eye because the eye with-

out its brow is ugly, so each one of 

us has his or her importance, beau-

ty and work.. And we are all parts 

in the one body of Jesus .There is 

nothing more important than the 

other. 

The bible says one cold glass of 

water has its rewards from God... 

so do not think anything you do is 

not important to God no matter 

how small it is , as this small thing 

has value in the eyes of God. 

When you serve, have one heart 

and one care... We all work through 

one spirit under Gods care and pro-

tection. 

Let us all work together having this 

longing in our heart to the day that 

we will meet the LORD JESUS. 

We work, we raise our children, we 

study, and we immigrate to other 

countries. We do all this having 

one goal which is to be with Jesus 

in the heaven. 

Fifth, Live with peace and God of 

peace and love will be with you, in 

the divine liturgy we say "greet one 

another with a holy kiss", the holy 

kiss refers to our love to each other 

and not only to our families or our 

relatives but to everyone and to the 

whole world . 

Be a peace maker at your home, 

your work, your society, your 

church and in your services. Be 

always a peacemaker, and he hon-

est. 
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ñI thank my God always concern-
ing you for the grace of God which 

was given to you by Christ Je-

sus,ò (1 Cor 1:4) 

I thank my lord Jesus Christ for he 

protected us and helped us on this 

day.  

I thank H. H. Pope Tawadros II for 
his precious time that he spend 

with us and his great blessing we 

received when he visited out be-

loved church, Saint Mary Church 

in Victorville. H. H. gave us great 
encouragement with his kind words 

to me and to the congregations. 

I thank H. G. Bishop Serapion for 

he took time from H. H. busy 

schedule and allowed our church to 

receive H. H. blessings. I thank my 
fathers the bishops and priests who 

accompanied H. H. for their love 

and humbleness. 

I canôt express the feelings I have 

towards my beloved congregation 

for their love to the church. The 
credit goes to them for the success 

of this day through the intercession 

of our mother, Saint Mary and H. 

H. Pope Tawadros II.  

My beloved servants, 

How beautiful are you who stayed 

up late arranging and coordinating 

the effort with love and humility, 
fulfilling the holy scriptures ñBy 

this all will know that you are My 

disciples, if you have love for one 

another." (John 13: 35) 

May God reward you with His 

heavenly rewards for your tremen-

dous efforts.  

Believe me, when we love one an-
otherðpriest, deacons, church 

board members, servants and con-

gregation alike, then God will 

makes us rejoice always . We will 

be blessed with joyful days on 
earth and we will meet in paradise 

with our beloved Saint Mary ad all 

the departed Saints. Amen 

Fr. Michael Ibrahim 
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S ome opportunities come but once in a lifetime. What do 

you do when you feel unworthy 

of such an opportunity? For most, 

the answer is simple: forget being 

worthy or not, just do it! But what 

if the whole idea that this oppor-

tunity represents is new to you? 

What if you do not even under-

stand the language spoken? These 

things make the decision more 

difficult. They can also make the 

reward so much more meaning-

ful... 

Seeing His Holiness Pope Ta-

wadros II was the once in a life-

time opportunity for me. I am in a 

new place, surrounded by people 

who I may not fit in with, trying 

to learn something I have very 

limited experience with, and do-

ing so without being able to speak 

the chosen language. Walking 

into the church I had no idea what 

was about to take place, or wheth-

er I should even be there to begin 

with. The decorations looked 

beautiful; the guests dressed to 

impress; and I found the face of a 

kind woman who was happy to 

translate the ceremony for me, as 

my usual help was busy with oth-

er important duties. As the seats 

finish filling, different priests take 

the microphone and speak to the 

congregation, and I was pleasant-

ly surprised to see a video of our 

own Abouna Michael's journey to 

become a priest, and another vid-

eo to show the opening of the 

church I was then sitting in nearly 

twenty years later. The videos 

end, and Abouna Michael's hu-

morous tone breaks through our 

language barrier once again, and I 

Miss Melinda Simpson 
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could not help but smile as the rest 

of the room began to laugh. 

The commotion outside drew the 

attention of all guests. Music 

played, and through the doors 

walked one deacon after the next, 

followed by several priests, and 

finally His Holiness entered, all in 

perfect harmony. Everyone was 

too excited to care that he was late. 

Though in the moment I was not 

sure what he was saying, I listened 

to his voice and noticed how 

closely everybody else was listen-

ing to his words. As he spoke, a 

strange sense of warmth and calm-

ness filled my body, and for the 

first time all day I felt peaceful!  

After the brief sermon, Pope Ta-

wadros II personally handed every 

guest a beautiful box and it was 

very nice to see how much this gift 

meant to every guest as they re-

ceived it.  

As I stood outside after receiving 

my own little box, I found myself 

staring down at it, and realized 

how lucky I am to have seen such 

a highly regarded man only inches 

from me, when many lifelong be-

lievers never get such an oppor-

tunity. I held the box tight, becom-

ing overwhelmed with the feeling 

that I do not deserve what I have 

been given and I completely forget 

to look inside. Finally, as a famil-

iar face says hello to me, I finally 

opened the box and smiled at the 

Pope's image looking back at me 

from inside.  

When the crowd gathered along 

the walkway to see His Holiness 

depart, I was happy to find myself 

standing close to the front row 

with a new friend. There were so 

many excited guests around, but 
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when he walked past me, he 

looked at me for what seemed like 

an eternity, as if he somehow 

knew what I was feeling and I got 

the sense that he wanted me to 

know that he knew.  

I am very honored to have been a 

part of Pope Tawadros' first ever 

visit to St. Mary's church in Vic-

torville, the city that most people 

have never heard of, yet still rec-

ognized by the man closest to 

God, other than Jesus himself.  

Aside from the beautifully detailed 

decor and the obvious amount of 

work put into organizing the event, 

I saw an abundance of friendship 

and appreciation. Most of all, I 

saw love; between the members of 

multiple congregations, between 

His Holiness and the people, and 

maybe even a little love for me- 

the outsider who is still trying to 

figure out what all of this means.  
























