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The Divine Liturgy of The Feast of the
Cross is celebrated on Tuesday, March
19,2019 at 7:30 AM

The Divine Liturgy of the Feast of
the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus
Christ is celebrated on Saturday,
April 7,2018 at 8:00 pm.
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The Annual Ressurrection Festival
is celebrated on Sunday, April 8,
2018 at 12:00 PM.

OO O OO OO OO

In This Issue scdall (48 HB

Passion Week Service Schedule. 1 Veeeeereennnnnnne. dic gl Oloasdl Jga>
ChurchNews .........covuun... I T =l &l
He Conquered Death by His Yeernioiiiiiiin Gkl 5 ggeds
Death ...l 3 s gl e gumall Hlas!
Christ Our Passover Lamb ... L owiszgigal =
Birthdays of the Month ........ 10 Veovreeeennnnn, yosll &l o laas! olégse
Youth Corner ................. LI\ RPNt elowd| Wb =3
Congratulations. .............. T4 W e dudall 3Ll
Condulences.................. L T O sasdl 3o slecl
Verse of the Month............. V2 e ennenens daiSI L
Weekly church services......... L T PN FHINPRES



HE CONQUERI

H. E. Metropolitan Serapion

Inthe name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, the One God, Amen.

On this Great Day of our salvation,
Great Friday, we follow the sufferings
of our Lord Jesus Christ and His
crucifixion and death for us. | want to
reflect on some points regarding the
suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ.

First, He suffered for us as the book of
Isaiah said: “He was wounded for our
transgressions and bruised for our
iniquities.” He came to save us. Death
and suffering started after the fall of
Adam and Eve, as the Lord warned
them not to eat from the tree. But
they ate! He told them the day you eat
from the tree you will surely die. They
ate, and they died!

They died firstly by separating from
God; as they lost the image that God
created them in, His own image. They
lost the Grace that connects them
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with God and the grace and the gift of
the holy spirit given to them. Since they
died by separation from God after they
ate from the tree, and discovered that
they were naked. Their minds changed,
and evil started to enter into the world.

The sin of Adam and Eve was not
limited to them but extended to all
humanity. However, God in His great
Mercy wanted to save man from death,
from remaining continually dead. First
Adam died eternally by the separation
from God, and after 330 years, as the
Bible mention, he died physically.
And the same for Eve. Therefore, all
humanity remained separated and
under the slavery of death and sin.

God in His great Mercy, sent His only
begotten Son to save us. He took
our human nature and had to go
through all the suffering unlike us
who were defeated through Adam as
we inherited from Adam the defeat.
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But the Lord Jesus Christ took our
human nature to lead us in the way
of victory and to show us the way of
Victory. That is the reason He assumed
human nature with a rational soul and
allowed the devil to tempt him, but
Jesus defeated the devil in temptation.
He went through true suffering, and
permitted the plot of the chief priests
and the Pharisees to succeed which
ended by Jesus’ death on the cross.

He died for us and instead of us.

We were already dead, but He died
because there was no other way for
us to be liberated from death except
through death. We were not capable of
defeating death, so He came and took
human nature and trampled death by
death and conquered death by dying
on our behalf and for us.

Every one of us should go through
death to defeat death, and we started
it by Baptism. The Baptism is the
experience which we have to die and
rise with Christ. As Adam give us the
death of defeat, the Lord Jesus Christ
through His death gives us the death of
victory. He showed us how we could go
through death and defeat death.

We first experience it in Baptism. After
Baptism, we are no longer under the
slavery of eternal death. The physical
death changed its meaning and is no
longer a curse or punishment, but it
became a blessing. As it is written in
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the Book of Revelation “blessed are
those who died in Christ” The Lord
Jesus Christ suffered for us and instead
of us to open for us the way to defeat
suffering. That is how Christ changed
the meaning of suffering. Suffering
was a punishment but He changed
this meaning to be a gift. “for you it
has been granted on behalf of Christ
not only to believe in him but also to
suffer for his sake” So it became a gift
to be given to us - to suffer for His sake.
If indeed we suffer with him then we
may also be glorified with Him. That is
the reason Saint Paul spoke about the
fellowship of suffering with Christ.

Jesus suffered voluntarily; He was not
obliged to suffer or Die. Yes. The Lord
took from Saint Mary a mortal body, a
body capable of death because it is a
part of our human nature. But because
He united this body with Him, the Lord,
the logos, and gave Him to live forever
because it became the body of the
Logos, the body of the Son of God, The
Living Bodly.

He offered his body on the cross to die,
as the Lord said, “no one takes it for me,
(He meant His life), but I lay it down
myself. | have the power to lay it down,
and | have the power to take it again.”

All of us don't die voluntarily; we die
because this is a part of our nature. But
when the Lord took a body and united
it with himself, then it became the body
of the Son of God and not mortal.

March-April 2019




THE VIRGIN OF THE HI-DESERT

He offered His body on the cross. The
motivation is His love “for God so
loved the world that He gave His only
begotten son that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have
everlasting life” Was Not only great
love but also His great joy. The Lord
went through suffering with great joy.
“For the joy that was set before He
endured the cross despising the shame
and had sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.”

But why did the Lord in Gethsemane
weep?

He was not sad because of the suffering
because hecameoutoflove, buthewas
sad and wept because of the status of
humanity, the condition of humanity
that became under the slavery of sin.
The Lord’s suffering did not change his
feelings toward those who persecuted
him. It is evident when He was on the
cross, He said: “Father forgive them for
they don’t know what they do.”

Peter denied knowing him, but Jesus
accepted him, and He gave us an
example of how to forgive.

So, today, as we follow the suffering
Christ till the cross, we are also called
to suffer for His sake and to consider
suffering, not as a punishment,
specially if suffering for His sake, but
a blessing. And to offer the same
message of forgiveness as the Lord
Jesus Christ offered when he refused to
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use the things of the world to defend
Himself. When Peter used the sword,
Jesus refuses and said: “I can ask for
12 arms of Angels to come to Him.”
There was no need for that. For that
reason, we as His children are under
His protection. We are not under the
protection of any human being of any
sword of any government. But we are
under His protection.

The truthfulness of Christianity is how
to continue to spread without the use
force, or violence of this world. How
to spread peacefully? Not only in a
peaceful way but by suffering and
sacrifice.

We see throughout history that during
the persecution of the Romans, there
were many Christians who were
soldier, officers, or commanders in
the Army. They were clever fighters
who used their swords to defend the
Empire. However, they refused to use
their swords to defend their faith.

Saint George is an example of that.
He was a great officer in the Roman
Army, and he did not use his position
to defend his faith simply because
he believed that his Christian faith is
strong, but the empire is weak, and
it needs an army to protect it. But the
faith is a strong, not by arms but is
strong by God.

And Glory be to God Forever, Amen.
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The Paschal lamb sacrifice is one
of the most important sacrifices
that used to be offered in the Old
Testament; the Paschal lamb, with
all the details of its immolation
ritual, was a sign to the sacrifice on
the cross.

The Passover (Al-Fis7)

It is a Hebraic word meaning
“passing over or passing through’,
it is the word “Pascha” in Greek,
Coptic, from which emerges the
word “pass”in English.

So Christ is our Passover for He is
our passing from darkness over to
light, from Satan’s bondage over to
the freedom of the glory of God’s
sons.

The Jewish Passover was meant
to be

A- The passing of the destroying
angel over the houses ... So if he
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H. G. Bishop Raphaeil

sees the blood on the doors of the
house, he will pass over so as not to
strike the firstborns

“For the LORD will pass through to
strike the Egyptians; and when He
sees the blood on the lintel and on
the two doorposts, the LORD will
pass over the door and not allow the
destroyer to come into your houses to
strike you.” (Ex. 12: 23).

B- The passing of the congregation
of the children of Israel through the
red sea and their walking out of the
house of bondage in Egypt, to the
wilderness of freedom and spiritual
fighting in Sinai so as to reach the
promised land Jerusalem.

Christ is our Passover for

1-He preserves us from the enemy’s
plagues and the sin’s destruction
by His pure blood ... Through
baptism, we get baptized by
Christ’s blood “For as many of you
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as were baptized into Christ have put
on Christ” (Gal.3:27), “buried with
Him in baptism, in which you also
were raised with Him,” (Col.2:12), for
the cross is Christ’s baptism which
He requested to get ourselves
immersed in too (baptism), “Are you
able to drink the cup that | am about
to drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with?”
(Mat.20: 22).

For we acquire what Christ did on
the cross through baptism .. Taking
into consideration that in the old
times, they used to soil the two
doorposts and the lintel with blood
... and this is how the cross looks
like, so the Jewish Passover was a
symbol to the Holy Cross.

2-Christis our new passing through
the new sea as well ... “Moreover,

brethren, | do not want you to be ‘'

unaware that all our fathers were
under the cloud, all passed through
the sea, all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea,” (1Cor.10:
1,2).

Paul the master matches between
passing through the sea in the Old
Testament and baptism in the new
one ... For as the children of Israel
passed from darkness over to light,
from bondage over to freedom,
from Pharaoh’s kingdom over to
God’s kingdom ... Christ passes
through with us as well (through
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baptism).

The lamb’s immolation ritual and its
conformity with Christ the Lord

The Paschal lamb was provided
to be

1- A lamb without blemish (Ex.
12:5)

meaning with no flaw ... for Christ
was without blemish and
without sin ... “Him who knew no
sin," (2Cor.5:21).

2- A male (Ex.12:5)

for God has been incarnated in the
image of amale and not a female ...
and that is “For Adam was formed
first” (1 Tim.2:13), and because
Eve was within Adam ... Adam
represents the whole humankind
including Eve and Eve
represents only her sex. So if God
came incarnated in the image of a
woman, He would have redeemed
onlywomen ... butifHecameinthe
image of a man, redemption would
be for all; this might be the reason
why priesthood is confined to men
only ... considering that the priest
is a representative of the whole
church ... and a representative of
its union by its men and women ...

3- Of the first year (Ex.12:5)

the lamb is of the first year ... to
be slaughtered while being young
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in age ... and not in old age ... for
Christ has been killed for our sake
while He were a young man ... If
Christ died while being old in age
... Who could be able to say that he
died on our behalf and for our sake?
But He would have been dead the
same as the whole humankind ...
after living, growing old, becoming
gray - haired and satisfied from life
... As of dieing in His youth then it
means He died our death on our
behalf and for our sake.

4- A lamb for the household
(Ex.12:3)

for Christ is one ... There could not
be more than one sacrifice (one
and only Christ) for one household
(church), despite every household
has got a lamb but we are talking
about (the Paschal lamb) and not
the (Paschal lambs)... the same as
that Christ’'s flesh exists on each
altar, we are not talking about
(Christ’s fleshes) but (the one and
only Christ’s flesh).

5-Then the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it
at twilight (Ex. 12:6)

Isn't this what exactly happened
with Christ the Lord?! The whole
congregation got united and they
all shouted at His face that He
should be crucified ... His death
was at the twilight time “At twilight”
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(Num.9:5) meaning between the
none (prayer of the ninth hour) and
the vespers (the sunset prayer).
“The congregation of the wicked
has enclosed Me. They pierced My
hands and My feet;” (Ps.22: 16).

6- And they shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and on the lintel of the
houses where they eat it (Ex.12:7)

this is how the cross looks like

. bleeding from the head and
the hands ... It was not allowed
to put blood on the doorstep so
as it won't be trampled down ...
For Christ’s blood would not be
trampled underfoot ... “Of how
much worse punishment, do you
suppose, will he be thought worthy
who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of
the covenant by which he was
sanctified a common thing, and
insulted the Spirit of grace?” (Heb.
10: 29).

7- Of the houses where they eat it
(Ex.12:7)

this is a sign to taking refuge within
church ... And that man could not
have communion outside church
... Church here is not the stony
building, but it represents Christ’s
flesh to which we belong ... For it
is impossible for a non-Christian,
non-baptized to eat from our
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Christian Passover (the Lord’s flesh
and blood).

8- Then they shall eat the flesh on
that night; roasted in fire, (Ex.12:8)

as a sign to the atrocious agonies
through which Christ the Lord
went ... For roasting in fire is not
like boiling with water, that is why
he gives emphasis to “Do not eat it
raw, nor boiled at all with water, but
roasted in fire” (Ex. 12:9), for Christ
the Lord’s agonies were atrocious
like roasting in fire.

9- With bitter herbs they shall eat
it... (Ex.12: 8)

thisis a sign as well to the bitterness
of Christ’s throat during crucifixion
... "My strength is dried up like a
potsherd, and My tongue clings
to My jaws;” (Ps. 22: 15), “they also
gave me gall for my food, and for
my thirst they gave me vinegar to
drink” (Ps. 69: 21), we also take the
communion of the Lord’s flesh and
blood with the bitterness of the
throat because of the abstinence
from eating before communion.
We take communion with the
bitterness of repentance and pure
tears in our throat as well.

10- Its head with its legs and its
entrails (Ex.12:9)

The head is the mind ...
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The legs represent the motion ...

And the entrails are the feelings
and the profoundness ...

For we get united with Christ
mentally, behavior wise and feeling
wise ...

11- You shall let none of it remain
until morning (Ex.12: 10)

for Christ the Lord did not spend
the night on the cross ... His favors
for us are new every morning.

12- And thus you shall eat it: with
a belt on your waist, your sandals
on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. So you shall eat it in haste.
(Ex.12:11)

this is a sign to the everlasting
predisposition life of the Christian
... For we get communion from the
Lord’s flesh and blood ... with belts
on the waists ... as a sign to being
ready to work. Sandals on the feet

. representing predisposition to
service and preaching. Staff in the
hands ... as a sign to reliance and
leaning on God.

13- With unleavened bread (Ex.
12:8)

The unleavened bread is some
kind of bread without leaven...
Leaven is a symbol to wickedness
and correlation to the past ...
“Therefore let us keep the feast,
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not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness,
but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.” (1Cor. 5: 8), and
he who gets into a covenant with
Christ, he should leave behind any
correlation to sin, wicked past, and
Satan worship so as to start with
a new lump that does not contain
old leaven “All the remaining of
idols worship, uproot from their
hearts” (The catechumens prayer).
“Therefore purge out the old leaven,
that you may be a new lump, since
you truly are unleavened.” (1Cor.5:7)

They used to eat the unleavened
bread for a week’s period of time,
for the week is a symbol to the
present time from Sunday (the
starting of the time) till Saturday
(eternal peace), for eating the
unleavened bread fora week means
that man penetrates in a life of
righteousness, holiness and Christ’s
union throughout the period of his
expatriation on earth.

You may notice then that all the
details of the Passover sacrifice
preceded and pointed to the holy
crucifixion sacrifice by means of
evident and significant signs ..
Thus, our master Paul the apostle
had the right to say “For indeed
Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed
for us” (1Cor. 5: 7).
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Fr. Michael Ibrahim

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt,
the foal of a donkey.” (Zech 9: 9)

This is how the Lord calls upon us
to rejoice, and rejoice greatly, as it is
said on the mouth of Zechariah the
prophet, on the day of the entrance
of Christ the King into Jerusalem.
Let us enjoy this spiritual joy on
this day that Christ entered into
Jerusalem to reign over us.

My beloved, let us praise the Lord,
and rise with joy. Take off your
clothes and remove your inner
earthly self, and raise the sign of
victory in your life. Sing unto to the
lord saying:

“O Lord Jesus Christ, reign over us,
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Hosanna To The King of Kings

Lord expel with your Might, all evil,
and all that disrupts our worship,
as you have done in the temple, in
Jerusalem.”

Today, the people received Christ
with  blessings and beautiful
spiritual words, saying:

First with “Hosanna.” Then  with,
“Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord”

(1) Hosanna:

This is our praise today. This is our
request to the Lord “save us ... save
us” today is the day of salvation.

On this day, the Lord entered the
house of Zacchaeus the publican
and said, “Today salvation has come
to this house” (Luke 19:9)

Today, also, Bartimaeus, the blind
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man, said, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” The Lord opened
his eyes. Do not stop today from
repeating the name of salvation
that is the Lord Jesus Christ.

(2) “Blessed is He who came in the
name of the Lord”:

The Lord has previously said, “for |
say to you, you shall see Me no more
till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord!” (Matthew
23:39)

This verse serves as our acceptance
of Christ’s Kihngdom and the great
reception in our hearts that He may
dwell in them.

We say it twice in the Divine
Liturgy: once during the reading
of the Gospel, because God speaks
and we want him to reign over us
through His words.

And again during communion, so
that through the sacraments He
will reign over our lives and us.

Today, we also want to reflect on
the main points of the kingdom of
Christ, as we have heard in the four
Gospels.

(1) King of Peace:

The first thing that was revealed in
the kingdom of Christ is the peace
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that is followed by the great joy of
the heart.

Since the day of Christ’s birth, the
angels have praised the song “Glory
to God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke
2:14)

It is also the promise that Christ
gave us when he said, “Peace be
with you, Peace, | will give you.”

Peaceis the sign of Christ’s presence
in our midst.

(2) King of Victory:

Christ came to defeat the devil, and
our faith in Christ is victory over the
world, death and carnal desires.

Yesterday, Christ raised Lazarus
form the dead, so he gave us victory
over death.

Therefore the crowds rejoiced on
this day and went out to receive
Him. The crowed have heard that
he made this miracle, raising
Lazarus from the dead, and that he
who believes in Christ does not live
in defeat.

Today, He who accepts Christ as
king, is no longer a slave, because
Christ, the king, has reigned over us
and gave us the freedom and glory
of the children of God.
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(3) King of tears:

He who defeated death, cried on ®
the dead! He who cleansed the %5

temple, cried over Jerusalem. And £

today, Christ, in our midst, is the

crying king over the ones who are £1§

living in sin and engulfed in the
earthly desires to the point of not

known the time of their salvation. | J#ffe

Christ is weeping today for those
who refused to stand under His
Cross, under His love.

(4) The King of Meekness:

Christ does not reign with the
sword nor with human might.
Christ is a gentle and humble
king. He reigns with meekness,
not violence. He who accepts the
kingdom of Christ learns to be like
his teacher

“He will not cry out, nor raise His
voice, Nor cause His voice to be
heard in the street.” (Isaiah 42:2)

The rule of Christ Kingdom, my
brethren is, “The Greatest is the
servants who gives in humility”

(5) Christ is King of Love:

Christ today entered Jerusalem to
be crucified; this is Christ’s goal.
The cross is His throne, through
love. He spread his arms and
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embraced the entire humanity.

The cross is the sign of the kingdom
of heaven, and the sign of the Son
of man, which is the sign of sacrifice.

With the cross, there is no place for
selfishness and ego, and no place
for hatred, resentment and envy.

Our entry into the kingdom of
heaven today means that we will be
martyred with love every day not
for the sake of family and beloved,
but for all.

Today, we eagerly pray, “Let your
kingdom come”

Blessed is the king who comes in
the name of the Lord. Save us.

And Glory be to God forever, Amen.
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H. E. Metropolitan Serapion
Diocese of Los Angeles,
Southern California & Hawaii

The Virgin of The Hi-Desert
A bi-monthly newsletter published by
Saint Mary/Coptic OrthodoxChurch

Clergy
Er. Michael/lbrahim
Cell:/(760) 486:- 0856
Ermichaelibrahim@stmarychurchvv.com

Saint Mary Church Physical Address:
14647 Bonanza Rd
Victorville, CA 92392

Saint Mary Church Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 190
Victorville, CA 92393

Phone: (760) 241 - 6279
Email: stmarychurchvv@aol.com

Newsletter Email:
VirginOfHiDesert@aol.com

Visit us at the church official Website
http://www:stmarychurchvv.com

Follow us on Facebook at:
StMary.Coptic.Church Victorville

YouTube channel:
Saint.Mary.Coptic OrthodoxChurch
Victorville

L.A. Diocese’s Website:
http://www:lacopts.org
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Satumfay:
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7:00 - 8:30 P Vesppers and SWEE:.Hg el
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