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Fr. Michael Ibrahim and the church congre-
gation congratulate H. H. Pope Shenouda III X
and H. G. Bishop Serapion for the blessed |
Holy Resurrection Feast.
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On Friday, conclusion of the fast, April 14,
2006, H. G. Bishop Serapion will bless the
church with the prayers of the Holy Liturgy.
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Fr. Michael Ibrahim and the church congrega-
tion congratulate our beloved Fr. Gawargious
Kolta for the twenty-fifth anniversary of his or-
dination. May the Lord bless him and his ser-
vice.
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The blessed baptism of Clara Tadros, the
daughter of Ashraf and Marian Tadros. |
May she grow in spirit and stature.

April 2006 Baramoudah 1722



= £
S THE VIRGIN OF THE HI-DESERT $4
&5 4
Pg In This Issue aal) 1 B e
1 Church News 4o ) clasdl) Joaa
2 Verse of the month ALl s ¥
2 Church Calendar il asf ¢
3 Christ’s Resurrection AYYI £ gaad 1
7 Youths Corner Js ARy ST i A
8 Map of the world gl el 4
9 The transformed Holy cross 913 54 13Lal 1 ¥
11 The Pascha week timeline “‘;Sa’.'u 12
13 Holy Pascha week Schedule. Aewi€l) AT 1

14 Who did it?

Verse of the

“He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep be-
fore its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.”
(Isaiah 53:7)
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Chrlst's Resurrection

Pope Shenouda III

Christ's resurrection from amongst the dead
was the greatest occurrence which shook the
entity of the Jews. So, they tried, by all
means, to resist it.

Moreover, they tried to oppose the resur-
rection before its happening. Even after it
had taken place, they made great attempts &
to resist it.

Before His crucifixion, The Lord Jesus Christ had announced the
good news of His resurrection. More than once, he said to His disci-
ples that the Son of Man would be betrayed and given to the hands of
the Gentiles who would condemn Him to death and would turn Him
over to the Jews to be mocked, flogged and crucified. On the third
day He would be raised to life!!

He said these words while they were going to Jerusalem. (Matt
20:18,19); (Mark 10:33,34); (Luke 18:31-33). He, also, said the same
words on their way to Galilee. (Matt 17:22). He repeated these words
after Peter's confession that Christ is the Son of the living God. (Matt
16:21).

After the transfiguration, He ordered them not to tell anyone what
they had seen “... tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of|
Man had risen from the dead.” (Mark 9:9)

He, also, said to them on the great Thursday I have power to take it
again “But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”
(Mark 14:28). Moreover, he gave them the sign of Jonah. (Matt
12:38)

On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief
priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we re-
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mémber, while He was still alive, how
that deceiver said, 'After three days I will
rise." Therefore command that the tomb
be made secure until the third day, lest
His disciples come by night and steal
Him away, and say to the people, 'He
has risen from the dead.' So the last de-
ception will be worse than the first.”
(Matt 27:62-64)

What was that fearful evil which the
resurrection would bring to them that
they imagined it more dangerous than the instructions of Christ
whom they gave the nickname “The first deception”.

Christ's resurrection proved His truthfulness and that His
prophecies were true. It proved that He was powerful and His
crucifixion was not due to His weakness but it was an arrange-
ment for saving humanity.

All the matters lead men to have fixed and firm faith in Him.
So, they made all precautions against the rising of Christ. They rolled
a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb.

They made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting
the guard (Matt 28:66) They were not ashamed of doing that on the
Sabbath evening (After preparation) although they accused The Lord
Jesus Christ of opening the blind's eyes on a Sabbath. (John 9:16:24)

All their precautions became a great evidence in regard to
Christ's rising from among the dead. Every action made against
the resurrection turned to be a proof and a witness for its exis-
tence. Both the seal on the tomb and the guards in front of the empty
tomb proved the reality of Christ's resurrection. They also asserted
that Jesus went out of the tomb while its entrance was closed and
sealed.

As for the bribe paid by the chief priests to the guards in order to
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announce that Christ's disciples carried| &+
Him away during their sleep, it was a false
artifice which was too weak to stand
against the power of the resurrection.

The burial cloth of the head and the
shrouds, the existence of the strips of linen
lying by themselves and the burial cloth that
had been around Jesus' head folded by itself
separate from the linen are clear proofs of the
reality of the resurrection. Then; how was it k===

possible for Jesus to get out of these linen

shrouds which were wrapped strictly around His body? And if any-
one had stolen the body how could He have denudated it from the
strips of linen sticking to it?

And what is the aim and the use of separating the linen cloth from the
body? How did this event take place very quietly while the soldiers
were on guard?

Thus, it is not strange to read in the Bible that "Then the other disci-
ple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and be-

lieved.” (John 20:8)

May the glory and power of His Resurrection be with us all amen

“The righteous will be in everlasting remembrance.”
(Psalm 112:6)
Fr. Michael Ibrahim and the church congregation offer
their deepest sympathy to Mr. Andy Graham for the
passing of his mother. May the Lord give comfort to the
family and repose her soul in the paradise of the living.
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1. Free yourself from all unnecessary activities.
a. Take time off if you can.
b. Avoid socialization as much as possible.
c. Do your routine paper work, cleaning, Easter shopping, etc., in
advance.

2. Prepare.
a. Get a copy of the Holy

Week service book if
possible.

b. Get the schedule of the
Church service and ar-
range for your rides.

c. Have your Bible, a commentary, or other related books on the
Holy Week events.

d. Try to learn few songs, at least the ones that are repeated
throughout the service.

3. Have The Basic Knowledge.
a. What is it all about?

1. The last week of our Lord's service, His covenant, crucifix-
ion, burial and resurrection. So the Gospels are the main
course.

1. He spent the mornings in the Temple teaching. His nights
were spent with His disciples in the nearby Mount of Olives.

iit. You will find the narrative in the main Gospels handout with
their approximate timing.

iv. The fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies, sacrifices
and covenants: Passover, The Day of Atonement, the animal
sacrifices, the offering of Issac, etc. The covenants with:
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and David.

v. The degree of corruption in Jerusalem leaders surpassed that
of their predecessors in the prophets’ times.
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vi. The Day of the lord.
b. How the service is structured?
i. Starting Saturday night with evening vespers as preparation
for the glorious entrance to Jerusalem.

ii. Palm Sunday Liturgy.

iii. Starting Sunday, every day will be di-

vided following the Jewish system into

12 hours of the daytime and 12 hours of

nighttime. Passover service is arranged

to follow 1+, 3+, 6 9»and 11*hours pat- ;

tern of each part of the day. Following ;g:-'

Jesus' parable onthe workers, Mathew W%

20: 1-16. '
iv. Each hour starts with:

Our Father

The Prophecy(s)

Doxology (Praising) of the Pascha

The Psalm and the Gospel

The exposition, an elaboration on the gospel.

The conclusion of the hour

v. The Service is held in the church main hall (outer Chorus)
to point out that Jesus was taken outside Jerusalem to be
crucified (Hebrew 13: 12-13).

vi. The altar veil is kept closed all the time (except on Thurs-
day) until it is opened again on the 12mhour of Friday in-
dicating the reconciliation with the Father.

vii. The church is clothed in black till the 12tmhour on Friday.

viii. The lamenting melodies dominate the week. On the Sat-
urday before resurrection the melodies are mixed with
joyful tunes.

iX. On Saturday before resurrection, the church spends the
night next to Christ’s Tomb; she descends with Him down
to Hades (the prison for the spirits) (1Peter 3: 19) to listen
to all those who were waiting for His deliverance. As-
cending with Him to paradise and beyond, looking with a
prophetic heart through the book of Revelation

, 77, Note: Some hours, especially on Great Friday, will have exfra
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components, like a homily or a special song.

4. Get involved:
THE MAIN THING IS THE BIBLE PASSAGES

a. Prepare your mind by going over the main
theme of the day before you leave home.

b. Use the lengthy melody of the psalm as a [
suitable background for studying the main JEE¥ES
massages in the prophets, the psalm and the
gospel. Try to find the link if possible.
Write down what you find, or write a question!

c. Think of the hours, each as a station where you stop to listen to
our Lord and watch Him do things. Get your imagination and
emotions involved.

d. Apocalypse Night is a must for those who want have a very
unique church experience.

e. It is quite normal to have a time when you find great resistance
to continue with the above program (usually about Tuesday or
Wednesday). It will go away definitely by Thursday.

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
(John 1:29).
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A father wanted to read a magazine but was being bothered by his
little daughter, Vanessa. Finally, he tore a sheet out of his magazine
on which was printed the map of the world. Tearing it into small
pieces, he gave it to Vanessa, and said, "Go into the other room and
see if you can put this together." After a few minutes, Vanessa re-
turned and handed him the map correctly fitted together. The father
was surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly. "Oh," she
said, "on the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got
all of Jesus back where He belonged, then the world came together.
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e Trensiommed d Mol Cross ’

H.G. Bishop Youssef

Crucifixion was an ancient form of capital
punishment. It was degrading, humiliating, §
and caused agonizing pain. Due to its bar-
baric nature, crucifixion was reserved for &
the lowliest of criminals: the slaves' death 4
or the murderers' punishment. Today, Eses
many still look upon the HOLY CROSS
with profound horror as a cruel way to in-
flict punishment or bring about death.

Now, accepted as a symbol of faith by all Orthodox Christians, the
HOLY CROSS has come to mean limitless love, triumph of good
over evil, and hope for eternal life. From the past to present day, the
HOLY CROSS steadfastly remains the cornerstone of our faith.

How important is the HOLY CROSS? The HOLY CROSS repre-
sents the Savior's greatest and most wonderful blessing. This bless-
ing is threefold. First, through the HOLY CROSS we can attain the
ultimate of treasures, the gift of our salvation. Secondly, the HOLY
CROSS allows us to realize the true glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
A third significant fact about the HOLY CROSS is that it is a strong
motivator for service as it makes us aware of the Lord's service and
sacrifice. Indeed, this was a transformed HOLY CROSS. St Paul
tells us, “I determined not to know anything except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified’ (I Cor 2:2).

Ever mindful of these three points, let's examine the magnificent gift
of salvation in terms of the suffering thief crucified beside our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. The thief on the right side of the Lord Jesus
Christ's HOLY CROSS did not perform outstanding good works dur-
ing his lifetime nor did he face adversity and strife for his salvation.
How then, did this thief receive salvation? Was there something
other than his mere faith that we need to consider?

The thief believed in the Lord Jesus under the most difficult and dire
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circumstances. He was nailed on a cross beside the Lord watching
people hit Him, mock Him, spit upon Him, and ridicule Him. At the
time the Lord Jesus Christ had three nails s ,
and a spear driven into His Holy body, &
people despised and disdained Him. The |
pain of the Lord Christ's crucifixion was pe
amusement to the crowds on Golgotha.

The thief must have fought many doubts Ea=
and had great conflict within him to be- §55 :
lieve on the Lord seconds before his own
painful death. With astounding phenomena occurring all around--the
veil of the temple was rent, the sun was darkened, and the rocks rent-
-most did not believe. While the chief priests, priests, elders, scribes,
and Pharisees did not believe; this thief near death, drawing his last
breath, believed! Most of the people continued to be offended at wit-
nessing the events of the HOLY CROSS. St. Mark tells us in his
Holy Gospel, "All ye shall be offended because of Me this night; for
it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep will be scat-
tered"' (Mk 14:27). Only the three Marys and the beloved St John
stood near the Lord Jesus Christ's HOLY CROSS offering consola-
tion and support during the crucifixion.

The faith of this thief was inspirational. The thief not only believed
but also confessed his faith publicly. He confessed his sins. His last
thoughts were of the eternal salvation not salvation from the death of
the flesh. The thief also with his dying breath defended the Lord. The
Lord and Savior with a crown of thorns, nails hanging his flesh, hav-
ing been scourged and slapped, and finally bleeding from His right
side had not one person blessed by His miracles to defend him, not
one of His apostles or followers to glorify His name. But the thief on
beside Him defended Him to the death saying, “But this man has
done nothing amiss.” Without a doubt, he deserved to hear the Lord
Jesus Christ say, “Today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

The thief crucified near the Lord's transformed HOLY CROSS
leaves us motivated to do good works in His Holy name and contem-
plating his own transformation.
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Palm Sunday
< our Lord Jesus Christ entered into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey
(John 12:12-19).

Monday

< “In the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He
went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet.” (Luke 21:37).

< On that day, our Lord cursed the fig tree which was leafy, but
without fruit (Matthew 20:18-19 and Mark 11:12-14).

< He also “Went into the temple and began to drive out those who
bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the
money changers and the seats of those who sold doves.” (Mark
11:15)

Tuesday
< The elders of the Jews plotted to kill Him (Matthew 26:1-16)

Wednesday
< The betrayal of Judas Iscariot (Matthew 16:14, Mark 14:10-11,
Luke 12:3-6 and John 13:1-3)

Covenant Thursday

< Our Lord washed the feet of His disciples (John 13:1-10)

< The institution of the Sacrament of the Eucharist (Matthew 26:26-
30, Mark 14:22-26, and Luke 22:14-23).

< Our Lord went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray (Matthew
26:36-46, and Mark 14:32-42)

< The betrayal and arrest of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:47-
56 and Mark 14:43-49)

Good Friday

< The trial of our Lord Jesus Christ before the Council in the early
morning (Matthew 26:57-68)

% Our Lord was taken to the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, since

they did not have the right to sentence someone to death (Matthew

4 127:2) 1
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% Pontius Pilate then sent our Lord to Herod, the Tetrarch of Galilee,
(Luke 23:7), who sent Him back to Pontius Pilate (Luke 23:6-12)
< Pontius Pilate was persistent to release Our Lord for he did not
find any cause which deserved death (Luke 23:4). The people,
however, cried out: “away with this man, and release Bara-
bas” (Luke 23:18), so Pontius Pilate took water and washed his
hands before the multitude saying, “I am innocent of the blood of
this just person, you see to it” (Matthew 27:24).

< At the sixth Hour (12 Noon) Our Lord was crucified (Mark 15:33)

< At the Ninth Hour (3:00 PM), “He yielded up His
Spirit” (Matthew 27:50)>

+ In the evening, Our Lord was buried (Mark 15:42-46 and Matthew
27:57-60)

Glory Be to God Forever Amen.
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Matins

Anointing of the
sick

The Divine Liturgy
Bishop Serapion

The Holy Liturgy

Vesper
Midnight Praise

The Holy liturgy
Funeral Services

Evening Pascha

First Hour Pascha
Morning Pascha

Evening Pascha

Morning Pascha
Liturgy of water
Eucharist Liturgy

Evening Pascha

The Holy Pascha

“Apocalypses”
Divine Liturgy of
Bright Saturday

LITURGY OF
HOLY RESUR-
RECTION

The Holy liturgy
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10:00 AM - 10:45 AM
10:45AM- 12:00Noon
12:00 PM - 2:30 PM

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
9:00 PM - 11:00 PM

8:00 AM — 1:00 PM
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

6:00 PM —-9:00 PM
6:00 AM - 7:00 AM
11:00 AM — 1:00 PM
6:00 PM —-9:00 PM
8:00 AM - 11:00 AM

11:00AM —12:30PM
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
11:00 PM - 4:00 AM
4:00 AM - 6:00 AM

8:00 PM - 12:30 AM

8:00 AM —-10:30 AM
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You have heard the story of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord

Jesus Christ many times. Now match the characters with what they did.
Read Mathew 26-28 for help.

. WHO denied our Lord Jesus Christ three times?

. WHO betrayed our Lord Jesus Christ with a kiss?

. WHO delivered our Lord Jesus Christ to be crucified?
. WHO was released instead of our Lord Jesus Christ?
. WHO carried our Lord Jesus Christ’s cross for Him?

. WHO gave his tomb for our Lord Jesus Christ’s burial?
. WHO went to the tomb on the third day?
WHO was sitting on the tomb’s stone?

SR

1
2
3
4
5
6. WHO was crucified beside our Lord Jesus Christ?
7
8
9.
1

0.WHOQO rose from the dead?

Pontius Pilate
Joseph of Arimathea
Two thieves

Peter

Our Lord Jesus Christ

@

Barabbas

Judas Iscariot

An angel
Simon of Cyrene

Mary Madalene and the other Mary

Compassion is difficult Kathrine Hanoun Apr 02
to give away because it Michael Gerges Apr 12
keeps coming back. Mark Shaker Apr 14
Give God what's right - lé/llin.agl F:;alilh ﬁpr g
- not what's left et pr

no ’ Mary Baskaron Apr 21
. |
= 14 -
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Deacon’s Meeting dudad gliial - 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Vespers and Sermon dalgl) g 4ndall  7:00 - 8:30 PM
Saturdays Hymns Meeting (Good Friday Hymns)  7:30 - 8:30 PM
Canal) (eaainl) daandl Glad) aglail) Glad) £ Laia)
College Meeting daads Gludiplaial  8:30 - 9:30 PM
Midnight Praise JalY) Chai Al 9:30 - 11:00 PM
Sundays PDivine Liturgy ) Gl 8:00 - 11:30AM
) Sunday School' AY‘. u-w\j-ﬂ 11:30 - 12:30 PM
Servants Meeting alad gladal  12:30 - 1:30 PM
Wednesday Divine Liturgy Y I8 8.00 - 11:00 AM
slay J‘g\ Arabic Bible Study S S G 7,00 - 8:00 PM
Divine Liturgy &Y B 200 -10:30 AM
Fridays Hymns Class (Beginners) o
Azanl) (9 Mase) gl 1 duad - 5:30 - 6:30 PM

English Bible Study ¢Jjdad) QUS gy 6:30 - 7:30 PM

The Hi-Desert Virgin

http://stmaryvictorville.lacopts.org
A monthly newsletter published by
Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church
14647 Bonanza Rd Victorville, Ca 92392
P.O. Box 190, Victorville, Ca 92393
E-mail: HiDesertVirgin@aol.com
Phone: (760) 241-6279  Fax: (760) 241-0403
Fr. Michael Ibrahim  Res. (760) 241-5199
Email: FrMichaellbrahim@LACopts.org
L.A. Diocese's Website: http:// www.lacopts.org
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