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THE VIRGIN OF THE HI-DESERT

Holy Virgin Mary Fast Spiritual Revival starts on Au-
gust 7th through August 21t from 7:00— 9:00 PM.
Please note that on evenings where there is no speaker
listed below, there will be only glorification Hymns
from 7:00—S8:00 PM.
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Lg-.,\é A Y uﬂ\ e\-ﬂ\ fasla cglwa Qo v Voo dsludl Cra

slhaa Ace e Ve~~CpM\McC&ASS§A
Date Speaker
Friday @8/7/2015) Fr. Anthony Selim
daand) St. Abanoub, Corona
Saturday 8/8/2015) Fr. Michael Ibrahim
) dude St Mary Church, Victorville
Sunday 8/9/2015) Fr. Mina Fam
) St. Abanoub, Corona
Monday 8/10/2015) Fr. Youhanna Maurice
ey Archangel Rafael Church, Palmdale
Tuesday @8/11/2015) Fr. Daniel Azer
N St Demiana Church, Bakersfield
Thursday | 8/20/2015) Fr. John Mikhail
Gaadd) Saint Justina Church, Cucamonga
Friday 8/21/2015) H. G. Bishop Serapion
anand] 1,3 ue dpde  Diocese of LA and Southem Cal.
Saturday | (8/22/2014) H. G. Bishop Serapion
el &%l e wld  Diocese of LA and Southem Cal.
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.
The Feast of Transfiguration

The Lord Jesus Christ transfig-
ured on Mount Tabor and His
transfiguration was a token of
the transfiguration of human
nature in the after life, to con-
vince us that it is not His Hu-
man Nature alone which will be
trans figured, but our human na-
ture also with Him.

Moses and Elijah appeared with
Him on the Mountain of Trans-
figuration (Matthew 17:3) and
they represent two types of
saintly people, they differ in the
method and style of life, but
they are similar in holiness and
in the depth of their relationship
with God:

a.Elijah was celibate and Mo-
ses was married...thus the
Lord shows us that the trans-
figuration in etemity will be
for those who are celibate and
married alike.

We should ako remember
that the three disciples who
witnessed the Lord's transfig-
uration had amongst them
John the Apostle who was
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celibate and Peter the Apostle
who was married (Matthew
17:1).

b.Eljjah was an ascetic, living
on the mountain (2 Kings 1:8,
9) and representing the life of
solitude and contemplation.
Whereas Moses lived
amongst thousands of people
and he represents the life of
service. The Lord also shows
us that those that live the life
of service and those that live
the life of contenplation all
will have their natures trans-
figured in etemity.
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stood against King Ahab (1
Kings 18) and King Ahaziah
(2 Kings 1).

c.Moses “was very humble,
more than all men who were
on the face of the
earth.” (Numbers 12:3) He
represents humility and for-
giveness and he interceded
for the people when they..
sinned (Exodus 32:11-14).

Elijah was known forhis zeal,
power and infliction of pun-
ishment, he was able to say to
the captain of fifty, “...let fire
come down from heaven and
consume you and your fifty
men” (2 Kings 1:10,12). Both
natures, despite of their differ-
ent types, will be transfigured
together in eternity.

d.Moses represents those who
have died and Elijah repre-
sents those who were lifted
up to heaven alive (2 Kings
2:11). Moses. represents the
Law and Elijah represents the
prophets.

Despite this diversity, each of
them was “the man of God”.
Each of them performed mira-
cles. Each of themhad famili-
arity with God. Each of them
was courageous - Moses stood
against Pharaoh and Elijah
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We can say that the Transfig-
uration represents the
“llluminated nature”, and
Saint Paul the Apostle spoke
about the transfiguration of
our nature.

He said that we will rise from
death, “in gloty”, “in power”,
“in incorruption”, with spir-
itual, heavenly bodies, “as we
have bome the image of the
man of dust, we shall ako
bear the image of the heaven-
ly Man” (1 Corinthians 15:42-
49). He ako said, “.from
which we also eagerly wait
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will trans form our
lowly body that it may be
conformed to His glorious
body” (Philippians 3:20,21).
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The Transfiguration of the Lord
Jesus Christ on Mount Tabor
was not His complete transfig-
uration, but only partial..as
much as the apostles could bear
at the time.

The form of His transfiguration
before Saint John the Apostle in
the island of Patmos was great-
er than this, “His countenance
was like the sun shining in its
strength”, “and His eyes like a
flame of fire”, “and His voice
as the sound of many wa-
ters” (Revelations 1:13-16).

Saint John could not bear this
glory and said, “When I saw
Him, I fell at His feet as
dead” (Revelations 1:17).

i1 e strengh of vy Life;
B ) wlhon Lall | Le afpaidd "
Paclsn 27:1
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Hence, you now see the nature
of the summit of the Transfig-
uration in His Second Coming!
When He comes, “in the glory
of His Father with His an-
gel” (Matthew 6:27). “When
He comes in His own gloty, and
in His Father's, and of the holy
angels” (Luke 9:26). He has
displayed before us different
forms of His Transfiguration in
His gloty: the gloty of the
Transfiguration on Mount Ta-
bor, the glory of the Resurrec-
tion, the glory of the Ascension,
the sitting at the right hand of
the Father and the glory of the
Second Coming... The glory of
etemity which is inexpressible.
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The Holy Virgin Mary

and Her Symbolism in the Old Testament

The Old Testament prophecies
concerning the Holy Virgin
Mary can be divided nto three
categories:

First: Saint Mary’s titles cen-
tered on her relations hip with
God

1.The Queen that stands at
the right hand of God:

Most of the old testaments
prophecies conceming  St.
Mary are found in the book of
Psalms: “The queen stood at
the right hand of the
King” (Psalm 45: 9). The Or-
thodox church makes refer-
ence to the queen in the Di-

vine Liturgy, “the lady of us
all and the Queen of us all”

2.Jacob’s ladder:

Jacob’s ladder that links the
earth and heaven symbolizes
the holy Virgin Mary
(Genesis 28:12). Jacob real-
ized it in his dream, “And Ja-
cob awoke from his dream
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Fr. Michael Ibrahim

and said how awesome i this
place, this is non-other than
the house of God, and this i
the gate ofheaven.”

Through Jesus Christ we are
able to see the ladder that
connects us to heaven. Jesus
1s our road to reach heaven.

Our Lord Jesus Christ said
considering himself “I am the
way, the tuth, and the life, no
one comes to the father except
through me.” (John 14:6)

The father dwells in heaven,
and we get to him through
Christ. Therefore, Christ de-
scended to us through the lad-
der, the Holy Virgin Mary.

The church sings in Wednes-
day’s theotokia “the father
looked down from heaven,
didn’t see anyone ele who
resembled you, so he sent His
only begotten, He came and
was incarnated fromyou”

Mesore 1731
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3.The Bride:

The church refers to Holy
Virgin Mary as the Bride.
“Listen my daughter, and in-
cline your ears, forget your
people and your father’s
house. For the King loved
your beauty because He is
your God and to Him you will
worship”

Genesis 24 tells us the story
of Abmham, who symbolizes
the father, Isaac who symbol-
izes the son, Lazarus
(Abraham’s  Servant) who
symbolizes the Holy Spirit, as
well as the marriage of Isaac
and Rebecca who symbolizes
St. Mary or Church.

The last verse of the chapter
“Thus Isaac brought Rebecca
into his mother Sarah’s tent,
and he took her and she be-
came his wife, so he loved
her, and was comforted con-
ceming Sarah his mother”

4. The virgin of the Song Solo-
mon (Solomon’s friend):

The virgin had all the virtues
“the queen stood at you’re
right hand in apparel interwo-

8

ven with gold and adorned
and embroidered with various
colors” (psalm 45). Solomon
saw her in the Song of Songs
and wrote the most beautiful
verses concerning Saint Mary.

For example, “As a lily
among thorns, so s my be-
loved among the daughters.”
The lily is a symbol of St.
Mary, while the thoms resem-
ble her tough life. If we ask
why the bride has to bear
those thoms, the answer will
be “As the Apple among the
trees of the woods, So my be-
loved among the sons”. Solo-
mon explains the Virgin’s
feeling even with those thoms
and said “I desire to sit down
under his shadow”

Then, the one who finds his
satisfaction in the Lord, will
not find any pleasure in any-
thing in this world. But the
one who desires the material
things of this world, Will nev-
er be satisfied with anything.

5.The Beautiful Dove

The beautiful dove brought
the good news by bringing a
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branch of olive proclaiming
that the land was dry, and con-
sequently Noah and all his
family were saved. Similarly,
St. Mary brought us the good
news concerning our salvation
from Satan’s servitude

6.The Cloud

Saint Mary exhibited the high-
est virtues. Isaiah called her
the cloud: “behold the lord sits
on a swift cloud and shall
come to Egypt” (Isaiah 19:1)

The cloud is alo a symbol of
Christ’s second coming, the
One who came m humbleness
from St. Mary’s womb; He is
the same One who will come
on the clouds

To summarize the first category,
St. Mary’s titles from the point
of her relation to God

1. The Queen

2. Jacob’s Ladder

3. The Bride

4. The Song’s Virgin
5. The Beautiful Dove
6. The Cloud
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Second: her titles owing to her
motherhood to Christ

1.The goldensensor:

She carried the divinity, the
consuming
fire. “For our
God 1s a con-
suming

fire” (Hebrew
12:29)  The
combination
of the live-
coals with fire
inside the
golden sensor
is a symbol of
the unity hu-
manity and Divinity. There-
fore, the church calls Saint
Mary the golden sensor to de-
notes her purity.

The Orthodox church sings
this hymn before the readings:
“the golden sensor is St. Mary,
and her aroma is our Savior,
you gave Him birth, He saved
us and forgave oursins”

The Virgin is the mother
Christ that is symbolized by
the Ark of covenant that was
made of incormptible wood
and overlaid with pure Gold

Mesore 1731



THE VIRGIN OF THE HI-DESERT

mside and out, she had the di-
vinity and the humanity inside
her womb.

That i the title that the ecu-
menical council in Ephesus
called her under the leadership
of St. Cyril, the great.

It was also the same title given
her through the prophecy of
Elizabeth when she said “the
mother of my Lord”

2. The second heaven” or “the
city of God”:

“Glorious things were said
concerning you, O city of
God” (Psalms 87:3)

God dwelt inside her, but he
dwelt m heaven, So we can
call her the heaven.

This is the reason the church
taught us to sing “rejoice O.
Mary” and “the cherubim and
the seraphim are prasing

2

you” .

2.The Golden Lampstand
(The mother of Life, the moth-
er of the Savior, the mother of
the Holy):

The church named Saint Mary
the Golden lampstand that is

Mesore 1731 10

inside the holy ofholies.

Then, what was the pulpouée of
the lampstand?

The lampstand have seven
branches, one long stem
branch in the middle, three on
the right side, and three

branches on the left side.

It was use to illuminate the
most holy place inside the al-
tar, from within, not from the
world outside.

So the Holy of Holies is a
symbol of heaven, and the
light is a symbol for Jesus
Christ. Christ said conceming
himself “I am the light of the
world”.

The lampstand was the one
who carries the lights. And
since St. Mary carried Christ,
we can say that St. Mary is the
lampstand that carried the
light.
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Since Christ s the light that
saves us from the darkness
(Satan’s darkness) and she is
the mother of the one who
lighted the wilderness for Is-
raelites, then, the church calls
her “The mother of light”, and
the Mother ofthe Savior.

Zacharias saw a lampstand
made of solid gold, and a
bowl at its tops (As a symbol
of the Holy Spirit) (Zechariah
4:1 — 7). For that reason, the
church calls Saint Mary the
mother of the Holy.

Therefore, there are four titles
that resemble St. Mary to the

lampstand:
1. The golden lampstand
2. The mother of the light
3. The mother of the Savior

4. The mother of the holy, this
is also the title that the angel
gave her when he told her that
she will give birth to the one
who will be called Holy.

4. The burning bush:
We sing in the hymm, the
Burning Bush “God is a con-

August 2015

suming fire, so the fire is the
symbol for God, while the
bush i a symbol for St.

MaIy”

Third: symbols pertaining to
St. Mary and the church

1. The Ark of Covenant:

11

The Atk of the Covenant was
made from incorruptible
wood overlaid with gold from
inside and outside. This is to

symbolize the purity and
greatness of the holy Virgin
Mary.

We sing the hymns “the Ark
of the covenant is made of
incoruptible wood. And in-
side it, there was a golden
vessel that has the manna”

The manna symbolizes our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the
golden vessel symbolize St.
Mary. Also, in the Ark of the

Covenant were Aeron’s rod,
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and the two tablets of the law.
All three items inside the ark
of covenant are symbols of our
Holy virgin.

2. The Golden vessel:

The golden vessel is where
they placed the manna. The
manna resembles Christ, the
true living bread, who came
down from heaven.

3. Aaron’s Rod that budded:

Aaron’s rod had sprouted and
put forth buds, and it had blos-
somed and yielded ripe al-
monds. Even though the rod
had no life in itself, it gave
life.

This is a symbol of St. Mary
who gave birth to Christ with-
out man’s seed.

Is the Christ within you -

budding. blossoming. 2 : <,
and bearing almonds. ﬁ}

5
-
s,
"\

>

the Ffruift of resurrection?

5
ref. Numbers 17:8

And the rod of the man
whom I choose shall bud
Numbers (i

4. The sanctuary:

The Lord appeared inside the

Mesore 1731 12

sanctuary as Christ came and
dwelt inside St. Mary’s womb
therefore, the Orthodox church
sings St. Mary’s praise saying
“You’re resembled a sanctuary
that Moses made on the Moun-
tain of Sinai, he came and
dwelled nside your womb.”

5. The East Gate:

Ezekiel saw the east gate
“This gate shall be shut. It
shall not be open, and no man
shall pass through it, because
the Lord the God of Israel will
enter it, thercfore it shall be
shut” The east gate refers to
the continual virginity of St.
Mary.

6. The Gate of life:

The Holy Virgin is the gate of
life Because God entered and
came out to give us life, so
through St. Mary we received
life.

7. The Holy of Holies:

God is He who dwells in the
Holy of Holies. Since God
came and dwelt in Virgin’s
womb, we recognize her as the
holy ofthe holies.
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§ Reading
As Christians, reading the bile
should be a part of life. Now, of
course, you are thinking — yes,

the bible s a part of my life, but
is it really?

Askyourself these questions:

+When was the last time I
opened my bible to read it?

+When I did open it, do I re-
member what I read?

+Did I read it more than twice
this week? What about 5
times ?

¥ Did I pray over what I read?

+Did [ strive to follow the
words [ read?

+Did any of the verses have
meaning to me?

When I read the verses, was I in
a hurry to get done?

While these are only a few basic
questions, what did you realize
about your bible reading habits

August 2015

SCOR;
the Bible Impo
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Submitted by Mona Selim

by answering them?

Do you have good bible reading
habits, terrible habits, or none at
all?

What Is Secret Church?

Tellng you what ‘Secret
Church’ s could take a few
days, but I will tell you as simp-
ly as possile.

Do you know how in some parts
of the world Christians are per-
secuted for attending church,
reading the bible, owning a bi-
ble, or talking about Christ?

People who still want to know
about God and spread his word
meet in a secret place to have
church, but it is not always done
on a routine basis. Sometimes
they may not meet but every 6
months. During their time to-
gether, they leam as much as
they can as quickly as they can
so they are armored with enough
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new knowledge to go out and
tell others as well as leaming
themselves.

Reading the Bible

Reading the bble is something
many of us take for granted.
What if tomorrow you were told
you could no longer read it or
you would be thrown into jail or
even killed?

THE BIBLE
MEANT TO BE
BREAD FOR DAILY
+~ USE, NOT CAKE

Would it mean more to you
then?

Before this happens (and it
could happen), make it a point to
read the bible each day at least
once. It’s not about how much
you read, but what you leam
from what you read — quality not
quantity.

May God bless you.

1S

FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

R%R%RR;RRRRRR{%RQ‘;’K RARRRRARRYY

% %
& Clair Farag Aug-02 &
& AbanoubFarid Aug-23 &
:“AndrewAbdelkadaus Aug-23 :“
:“Joseph Matta Aug-23 &
& Silvana Abdelmalak Aug-23 &
:“ Gina George Aug-27 :“
:t‘ Steven Matta Aug-27 :t‘
& Amanda Musharbash Aug-29 &
" Michael Matta Aug-30 g e

R%%R%RRRRR%RRR%%R%R%RRR%R%RRR%%RR
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The Transfiguration
of Jesus

(Mark 92+ 107

Peter
James
John
Mountain
Garments
White
Elijah
Moses
Booths
Afraid
Cloud
Voice
Son

mTH T WX 22NN T OO
PO In X ™ 8 X O™

NG HAMMNG S DM

S m=z - p»p A zc o2

O AP < DODO X0 mMm®D
>Pnx» o o =-+D>»
wwym m = DDA T O

AS. o rocdanes

o
ix—‘-.w
Find these hidden words
and circle them in the

puzzle below.

and his garments
became
glistening,
intensely white,
as no fuller on
earth could
bleach them
(Mark 9:3).

W
[ www.biblekids.eu |
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Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church
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Phone: (760) 241 - 6279

8:30-10:00 PM

Follow us on facebook at StMary Coptic Church Victorville
YouTube channel: Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church Victorville
Newsletter email : Vir gin OfHi Desert(@aol.com
Church email: stmarychurch vv@aol.com
Fr. Mich ael Ibrahim Cell: (760) 486 - 0856
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