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¥ On Saturday, February 4, 2006, H. G. Bishop
Serapion will bless the church with the prayers
of Vespers and a sermon.
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% On Sunday, February 12 (second Sunday of the
month) is the monthly church outing at 1:00
PM, after Sunday school services.
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¥ Divine Liturgies for Jonah’s Fast: /
Monday, Feb 13 at 1:00 PM (Divine Liturgy)
Tuesday, Feb 14 at 10:00 AM (Divine Liturgy)
Tuesday, Feb 14 at 7:00 PM (Vespers of Present-
ing the Lord in the Temple Feast)
Wednesday, Feb 15 at 8:00 AM (Liturgy of Pre-
senting the Lord in the Temple Feast) e
Thursday, Feb 16 at 8:00 AM (Liturgy of Jonah’s Feast)
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# The church trip to the Saint Anthony’s Monastery is schedule
for Saturday, February 18th, 2006 at 8:00 AM.
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#On Sunday, February 26 at 12:00 Noon (Forth Sunday of the
month) is the monthly family Meeting and birthday celebration.
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Verse of the Month

The fear of the Lord is the crown of wisdom,
making peace and perfect health to flourish.
(Sirach 1:18)

Church Calendar

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
23" of ] 2 3 4
Tubah Mart. Of = Dept of Saint Dept of Mart. of
Anba Peter the Saint Saint
Bisada Worshiper Anastasia Serapion
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Mart. of Dept of First Dept of Dept of Mart. of
Saints SainF Day of Saint Pagl James the Agabus, the
Clement Eksani h the Hermit Escetic Apostle
Amshir
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Jonah’s Jonah’s Present- Jonah’s Jonah’s Mart. of
Fast Fast ing the Fast Feast Saint
Lord in Fabianus
Temple
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Dept. of Mart. of = Dept of St. Dept of = Dept of St. Mart. of St Dept. of
Saint St. Ser- Severus,A Zacha- Elizabeth Mena the St. Me-
Gelasius gius ntioch riah the Monk latius
Prophet
26 27 28
Beginning 21* day of
of Holy Amshir
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“ Jonah's Prayer from the Depths

Father Tadros Y. Malaty

"Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly." (Jonah 2:1)
Who can express the hardship that Jonah experienced?
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In the belly of the great fish, Jonah was enclosed as
if in a tomb. His egotistic thoughts, might, and capa-
bilities all died. He did not know what to do; he
could not comprehend what might befall him. Pic-
ture this: when the whale surfaced, Jonah could
breathe in some fresh air and see a glimmer of light.
Then the whale would dive down deep, and Jonah
would find himself in complete darkness once again.
The whale would open its mouth and Jonah would
be drowned in salty water, then, the whale would
spit out the water and Jonah could breathe again.

In his tribulation, Jonah became one with the buried Lord through symbol
and shadow. He rose in his heart and mind beyond the whale to higher
places, to God, praying as though he was before the Holy of Holies in
Heaven: “Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly.”
(Jonah 2:1)

Previously, Jonah called the Lord “God of Heaven.” (Jonah 1:9). Yet, in a
time of oppression, he called God “the Lord, his God.” Thus, the Lord is
attributed to Jonah as his God. He is the Lord of the oppressed and the suf-
ferers, as though He leaves His heaven and descends to help Jonah in his
oppression. In other words, He transforms Jonah’s life to a heaven inhabited
by the Lord his God. Our Lord, the Lord of Jonah, is the Lord of every bit-
ter spirit.

St. John Chrysostom says, “We should not be obsessed with a certain place,
but we should think more of the Lord of the place. Jonah was in the fish’s
belly and God heard his prayer. Pray, wherever you are, and do not demand
to be in a particular place in order to pray, because your spirit is a temple.”

The Church designates a physical building for prayer as an icon of heaven.
We also carry heavenly trends in us, therefore, we must look upon our inter-
nal spiritual building, and our eyes would be lifted up to the Holies that are
implanted within us by the Holy Spirit, especially in times of affliction.

Afﬂiction is Golgotha, where we are crucified with our Lord Jesus, so that
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by Him, we may attain His glory and be with Him and in Him in the bosom
of the Heavenly Father in the Holy Spirit.

Nineveh Enjoys God’s Mercy:
“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way, and God
relented from the disaster that He has said He would bring upon them, and
He did not do it.” (Jonah 3:10)

What do we learn from this text?

First, repentance does not need any length of time. All it needs is a change
of heart. The people of Nineveh managed to obtain God’s mercy through a
true return to God in a short period of time. It encourages us to spend all of
our days in continuous true repentance, yearning to achieve the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ. (Eph. 4:13) This expectation, however,
should not take us away from realizing God’s mercy, which is always wait-
ing for everyone’s repentance to embrace instantly. St. John Chrysostom
says, “Where the fear of God is, there is no need for longevity. On the con-
trary, if there is no fear of God, time is meaningless... If we threw a rusty
container in the furnace of the fear of God, it would be purified instantly.”

Second, the word “disaster” in this context denotes hardships or tribula-
tions permitted by God to discipline human beings or to make an example
of them before others. From the human point of view, it seems “evil”, but in
essence, it is not. Tertullian says, “The Greeks use the word ‘disaster’ to
mean hardships and the ensuing harm.” This understanding was reinforced
by Father Theodore.

Third, some people used to stumble by the Biblical expression “God re-
lented.” Does God change His mind? God uses this human expression to
bring it closer to our minds. God does not relent, meaning He does not
“change His mind”. Rather, it is humanity that changes its position toward
God and then the sentence changes accordingly. When people challenge
God, they fall under discipline, and when they cease to do evil and return to
God, they find Him with His arms wide open to embrace them. This is what
is meant by “relenting”. When God passes a sentence for disciplinary meas-
ures, He does not insist on its fulfillment, but rather, He announces the sen-
tence so that people would stop their wicked ways and He would forgive
them.

Thus, God blessed Nineveh with His mercies, and He also lifted Jonah from
his dejection in chapter 4, by holding a conversation with Jonah in the east
of the city to give peace to Jonah’s soul.
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The Order of Melch1zedek

Adapted from ‘The Priesthood’ by H.H. Pope Shenouda 111
“The Lord has sworn and will not relent; You are a priest forever ac-
cording to the order of Melchizedek” (Ps 110:4)

The first time the word “priest” was mentioned in Holy Scripture was when
Melchizedek was mentioned, “Then Melchizedek :

king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was
the priest of God Most high” (Gen 14:18). He
blessed our father Abraham (Gen 14:19) who gave
him a tithe of all (Gen 14:20).

A major theme of the Holy Book of Hebrews is the
contrast between the Levitical Priesthood of the &
Old Testament and the Priesthood that our Lord
Jesus Christ established, which is according to the
order of Melchizedek.

The following points are noteworthy:

1. Melchizedek is given no genealogy, and nothing is said of his death, he
is “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains
a priest continually.” (Heb 7:3)

2. His name is translated “King of Righteousness” meaning “King of
Peace.” (Heb 7:2)

3. He receives tithes from our father Abraham, implying that he is superior
to Abraham in rank — and therefore, superior to Abraham’s descendants,
the Levites. (Heb 7:4,9)

4. Note the link between the Priesthood of Melchizedek and the bread and
wine (The Eucharist).

5. St. Paul explicitly declares that our Lord Jesus Christ is a Priest accord-
ing to the order of Melchizedek (bread & wine) even though He was
born from the tribe of Judah and not Levi (Heb 7:14-17). The Apostle
explains saying, “If perfection were through the Levitical priesthood
(for under it the people received the law), what further need was there
that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek,
and not be called according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood
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being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law” (Heb
7:11-12) This was fulfilled when the high priest tore his clothes (Mk
14:63) during the Lord’s trial and when the veil of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom when the Lord breathed His last (Mk 15:38)

The Priesthood of the New Testament:

1. Our Lord was a priest according to the order of
Melchizedek when He took the bread and wine,
blessed them, and gave them to His disciples say-
ing, “This is My body and My blood.”

2. Our Lord was called a High Priest according to the
order of Melchizedek (Heb 3:1; 5:10; 6:20; 4:15);
the word “High priest” implies that there are other
priests also according to this order (bread & wine) among whom He is
the Chief High Priest. This is obvious since our Lord said to His disci-
ples, “do this [the Eucharist] in remembrance of Me” (Lk 22:19).

3. This is the Priesthood of the Gentiles about which prophecies in the Old
Testament exist:

% “For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall
be great among the Gentiles; in every place incense shall be offered
in My name.” (Mal 1:11)

% “Then they shall bring all your brethren for an offering to the Lord out
of all nations... And I will also take some of them for priests and
Levites, says the Lord.” (Is 66:19,21)

% “In that day there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land
of Egypt.” (Is 19:19) This altar is obviously not a pagan altar since it is
an altar “to the Lord”, and it cannot be a prophecy about a Jewish altar
since it is unlawful to the Jews to have an altar outside Jerusalem; the
Holy Book of Exodus is about the Jews trying to go out of Egypt be-
cause they cannot offer a sacrifice to the Lord in a foreign land. Even
today Jews have synagogues all over the world but still no altar be-
cause where the Temple should be in Jerusalem is standing a Muslim
Mosque (no wonder the Middle East conflict is complicated)! More-
over, St. Paul affirms, “We [Christians] have an altar from which those
who serve the tabernacle [the Jews] have no right to eat [the Eucha-
rist]” (Heb 13:10) Our Lord also gave us instructions concerning this
altar, “Leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be
reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift” (Mt
5:24)
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Q: Why do we take a blessing from a human being (the priest), isn’t
God the source of blessing?

A: Absolutely, God is the source of all blessings as St. James said, “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the
Father of lights” (Jam 1:17) but God used human beings as channels for
His blessings, examples:

% Our father Noah blessed his sons (Gen 9:26-27)

Our father Isaac blessed his sons (Gen 28:3), St. Paul said, “By faith
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.” (Heb 11:20)

» Likewise, Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons (Gen 48:20; Heb 11:21)

% God said to our father Abraham, “You shall
be a blessing” (Gen 12:2), Elijah was a bless-
ing in the house of the widow (1Kings 17),
Elisha blessed the house of the Shunammite (2
Kgs 4), it was written, “The Lord blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake.” (Gen
39:5)

% St. Simeon the elder blessed Virgin Mary and

St. Joseph (Lk 2:34)

% St. Paul said, “The cup of blessing that we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ?” (1 Cor 10:16)

Actually, we, as Christians, are required to bless others:

A
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% “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you” (Mt 5:44)
% “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse” (Rom 12:14)

% “Not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary
blessing” (1 Pet 3:9)

Quote of the Month

A happy person is not a person in a certain set of circum-
stances, but rather a person with a certain set of attitudes.
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Father Tadros Y. Malaty

(Continued from last Issue)

8. Historical Books: Where God likes to crown me a king.
Through it, I see God as the King of Kings, looking after His people with
grace and making me, as well as of every believer, a real king with author-

ity.

1 & 2 Samuel
Saul: a king according to human thinking.

David: Was a king according to God. “The Lord has
sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and
the Lord has commanded him to be commander over
His people, because you have not kept what the Lord
commanded you.” (1 Sam 13:14). God wants us to || A&
be David's sons, carrying the royal blood, with the Ji;
distinction and the greatness of royalty.

Do not get scared of Satan, who thinks he is the king
of the world. A young believer can fight him as
young David fought strong Goliath. “You come to me with a sword, and
with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to you in the name of the Lord of]
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” (1 Sam
17:45)

He is “The sweet psalmist of Israel” (2 Sam 23:1), and beside his royal du-
ties together with the jubilant songs, he conquered the hearts through grace-
fulness and joy.

He ruled with the spirit of love and not with the spirit of authority. He prac-
ticed since his youth to love Saul. But Saul used all the power of the state
to kill David. With love he conquered the hearts of the people and ruled!

1& 2 Kings
These Books are the continuation to Books 1 and 2 of Samuel, where kings

were introduced to us, so that we may learn from their holy lives and avoid
their mistakes.

A wise king (1 Kings 3): He wishes to give me his wisdom so I can be a
wise king, who can follow God's will [as Solomon's wisdom].

A wealthy and glorified king as Solomon (1 Kings 4): The King of Kings
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became poor, to enrich us with his poverty.

“A Genius King (1 Kings 4): Solomon designed his
government and wrote songs and parables, showed
his ability and enhanced his people's inclinations.

“A king who made his heart an altar to the King of
Kings. {Solomon built the Altar 1 Kings 5-8).

“+A king who feared mistakes: [Solomon's marriage to &
foreigners (1 Kings 11)], and not to burden his broth- §
ers [Solomon's use of slaves in the building of his r
palace and other institutions].

A humble king surrounded with wise counselors (1
Kings 12): [Rehoboam son of Solomon refused the advice of the elderly
and the kingdom was divided into Israel and Judah].

“ A king who advanced by the Spirit of God: [Jeroboam built strange altars
and put two golden calves and made priests from a tribe other than Leviti-
cus (1 Kings 12)].

A king who was a believer in God [Ahab married Isabelle, daughter of a
pagan king and permitted a pagan priest to worship calves among the peo-
ple (1 Kings 16)].

A king, who listened to men of God: [Ahab resisted Elijah the prophet (1
Kings 18).

%A king who follows the grace of Christ: [Sin broke down the kingdom of’
Israel (2 Kings 17) and the kingdom of Judah (2 Kings 25)].

““In the days of Jonah, if God had not threatened destruction, they would
not have been spared from destruction.
< If God had not threatened with hell, we would have all fallen in it.”
% “A threat of danger results in escaping the same danger... a threat of
danger brings on life.
< The sentence was nullified after it was announced, and this contradicts
what happens with earthly judges, who pass a sentence and it becomes a
fait accomplished once pronounced.
% But to God, it is the opposite — the sentence is passed to be nullified.”
How great is God’s mercy to us!
£ St. John Chrysostom y;
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SUSCopts

On the first day of the blessed month of Amshir, February 8, the Coptic
Orthodox Church celebrates the commemoration of the Ecumenical Coun-
cil in Constantinople.

Introduction:

When the chair of Alexandria became vacant at the death of Abba Petros
II, Timotheos, another disciple of Athanasius and an illustrious priest and
teacher was elected to fill it. For his various faithful services he was conse-
crated the twenty-second successor of St. Mark the Apostle.

At that time another heresy was being proclaimed by Macedonius, bishop
of Constantinople, who had announced his denial of the divinity of the
Holy Spirit. The bishops of the Orthodox faith, who considered themselves
trustees of the apostolic legacy, exchanged views on the subject, and came
to the conclusion that another ecumenical council was imperative.

Emperor Theodosius himself shared their view concerning the need for
calling such an assembly and hence issued an invitation to all bishops to
convene in Constantinople in the year 381A.D. One hundred and fifty of
them responded to his invitation, and their meeting together constituted the
second Ecumenical Council. Emperor Theodosius attended the inaugural
session and gave an address in which he welcomed the members and ex-
pressed his joy at their assembly.

The Council
1.The first heresy discussed:

The council of Constantinople discussed a number of matters of interest
to all churches, top priority being given to the examination of the Mace-
donian heresy. After a thorough consideration it was unanimously con-
demned, and in consequence, the council expanded the Nicene Creed by
adding to it the clause concerning the Holy Spirit, and thus putting it in
the form still upheld to the present day by all Orthodox Churches. The
expansion included also the affirmation of the faith in the church univer-
sal, the oneness of baptism and in awaiting the resurrection of the dead
and life eternal.

2.The second heresy discussed
The council discussed another heresy that was proclaimed by Apolli-
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narius who preached the Divine Nature of our Lord Jesus Christ, but did
not believe in His complete human nature. He considered that the human
nature of Christ was not in need of a soul and thus He was without a soul
because God the Logos provided the needed life. As this implied that the
human nature of Christ was incomplete, the Holy Ecumenical council of
Constantinople condemned Apollinarius and rejected his idea declaring it
a heresy, as the Savior must be of complete divine nature and complete
human nature.

The other outcomes:

One of the principles discussed and re-affirmed at this council was the
principle forbidding the transfer of a bishop from the See over which he
was originally ordained to another See. The text of the canon affirms that
"it is not permitted that a bishop leave his diocese for another even if he
be constrained to do so, unless there be a very good reason for that, such
as his greater usefulness to the other See. In such a case the decision must
not be made by him alone but through the judgment and exhortations of
numerous bishops

Conclusion:

When the council came to an end, Timotheos and his delegation returned
to Alexandria. He and his people enjoyed the peace extended by Emperor
Theodosius. In this peaceful atmosphere he built several churches, won
back to Orthodoxy many of the Arians, and wrote several epistles, most
of which have been lost. He also wrote the biographies of a number of the
saintly monks.

Understanding is the re- Tony Awad Feb 03
ward of faith. Therefore Joseph Wanis  Feb 05
seek not to l.mderstand That Britney Baker Feb 18
you may believe, but believe '
Kaitlyn Botros Feb 19
that you may understand. .
-St. Augustine of Hippo MaryAttla Feb 25
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The Church Congregation congratulates
Fr. Michael Ibrahim
For the second anniversary of his
priesthood,

wishing him a year filled with abundant blessings.
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cwhd

Deacon’s Meeting dalad &L-ue! 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Vespers and Sermon Al g dpdall  7:00 - 8:30 PM
Saturdays Hymns Meeting (Good Friday Hymns)  7:30 - 8:30 PM

Craiad) (Aanbin) daand) Gladi anlail) clad) glaial
College Meeting daals QL glaa)  8:30-9:30 PM
Midnight Praise Jell) chai daped 9:30 - 11:00 PM
Sundays Divine Liturgy ) Gl 8:00 - 11:30AM
1y Sunday School' JAY{LPJ‘:’-‘ 11:30 - 12:30 PM
Servants Meeting ald glaia)  12:30 - 1:30 PM
Wednesday Divine Liturgy Y o8l 8:00 - 11:00 AM
slay YY) Arabic Bible Study P S G 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Divine Liturgy ) o4l8l 800 - 10:30 AM

Fridays Hymns Class (Beginners)

SLPEN) (9 Ma 0) a1 b 5:30 - 6:30 PM

English Bible Study sl QUS gy 6:30 - 7:30 PM

The Hi-Desert Virgin

http:/ /stmaryvictorville.lacopts.org
A monthly newsletter published by
Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church
14647 Bonanza Rd Victorville, Ca 92392
P.O. Box 190, Victorville, Ca 92393
E-mail: HiDesertVirgin@aol.com
Phone: (760) 241-6279  Fax: (760) 241-0403
Fr. Michael Ibrahim Res. (760) 241-5199
Email: FrMichaellbrahim@LACopts.org
L.A. Diocese's Website: http://www.lacopts.org
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