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“But when the fullness
of the time had come,
God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem
those who were under
the law, that we might
receive the adoption as
sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5)
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In the Name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, One
God. Amen.

I congratulate you, my beloved,
for the Glorious Nativity feast
and beginning the New Year of
2015. T hope you to have a new
year full of blessings, goodness,
love, joy and peace. In fact, I
am so happy to communicate
with you through this mes-
sage—to all the beloved at eve-
ry Coptic Orthodox Church all
over the world, every family, all
youth, all servants, the board of
the church, all children, and all
brethren.

When God created humanity,
He intended them to be in con-
tinuous communication. He
wanted them to be the crown of
creation. After creating all
things first, He created the King
of all creation on earth. Man,
having the breath of God, was
the great creation of God. But
sin came and humiliated him
and cast him away from what
God planned for him. Since the
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sin of Adam and Eve, our first
parents, humanity came into
struggle with all aspects of sin
in their lives.

There are three main weakness-
es that dwelled in humanity as a
result of original sin.

The first 5 Dominance by the
Ego. The ego of the human be-
ing became his own god or idol.
Man began to worship his ego
along with power, desires, and
all that resulted therefrom.
When we look to the world, we
find that the dominance by the
ego takes various forns. Man’s
ego became his god.

The second weakness that hu-
man beings fell nto is the
Abuse of Nature and Each Oth-
er. Thereafter, wars, disputes,
and violence entered the world
through this sin. We are re-
minded of early humanity—the
story of Abel the righteous, who
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was killed by his brother Cain,
despite the minimal number of
humans alive at this time.

The third debility is the Ab-
sence of the Spirit of Joy, which
was replaced by fear. Thus,
man became a fearful being.
Humans worry about every-
thing, even thenselves. Some-
times humans fear each other,
animals, insects, even microor-
ganisms. They dread nature,
such as earthquakes and volca-
nos. They are apprehensive un-
der certain circumstances and
various events. They even are
anxious about different stages
of their lives—their childhood,
adolescence, and youth. When
humans reach adulthood and
form families and have chil-
dren, they still remain frightful.

Sin existed in these three forms
of weakness—dominance by
the ego, widespread violence,
and consuming fear.

But God willed to heal and re-
new humanity through His birth
and incamation. “For God so
loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son that
whosoever believes in Him
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should not perish but have ever-

lasting life” (John 3:16). The
Incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ was the remedy for these
three weaknesses. The angels
sang the following song on the
day of His glorious birth, which
presented three therapies for
three infirmities. The angels
sang this song which was pleas-
ing to the whole earth, saying:
“Glory to God in the highest,
peace on earth, and goodwill
toward men” (Luke 2:14).

The three remedies are: 1) The
glory of God in the highest,
which i the ideal cure for ego-
ism. 2) Peace on earth, which is
the antidote for the violence
that prevailed n the world. 3)
The thid solution is goodwill
(joy) toward men. The spirit of
joy overcomes any fear in the
lives ofhuman beings.

Human beings’ self-focus made
them forget about God and
praising Him. Humans also for-
got that communication with
God 1 what fulfills them, and
instead worshipped their own
egos. Man began to worship
technology. Through the devel-
opment various devices and so-
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cial networks, the world has
become so small and humans
rely on themselves instead of
God. Now comes the glorious
Nativity of Christ to remind us
that God’s glory i “in the high-
est.” We cannot treat our infir-
mities unless we communicate
with God who created us. This
communication should be
through a sound spiritual life
with all its various aspects.

The second weakness—
widespread  violence—should
be treated by making peace, as
mentioned in the Beatitudes.
“Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of
God” (Matthew 5:9). Making
peace is the most difficult task
on the face of the earth. Blessed
is the man who makes peace in
his life, community, country,
and with others.

The third malady—fear—which
became engrained in humanty
cannot be overcome except by
great joy. This joy results from
the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ for the sake of humanity.
When the angel appeared, he
said: “Do not be afraid, for be-
hold, I bring you good tidings
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of great joy which will be to all
people” (Luke 2:10). This great
joy enables the removal of fear
fromthe life of humanity. There
is a thin line in the New Testa-
ment during the time of our
Lord Jesus Christ’s incarnation.
This thin line is the line of joy
that overcomes every fear in the
life of humanty. This great joy
became the measure of a
healthy spiritual life for human
beings. Humans are unable to
rejoice and conquer fear unless
they become closer to God. As
long as humans are in a state of
estrangement, they are unable
to feel true joy continuously.

The song of the angels on the
day of the birth of our Lord Je-
sus Christ is the ideal remedy
for these three weaknesses in
the life of humanity. The weak-
ness of egoismis overcome and
treated by praising the Lord.
When you praise the Lord in
your spiritual life and fill your
heart with His fear, you will be
able to control your ego and not
be overcome by it. When you
make peace in your family,
your service, your work, your
church, and in your community,
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you can eliminate violence.
When you are filled with the
spirit of true intemal joy, this
joy will overcome all these
weaknesses. And through re-
pentance, every sin will be cast
out.

May the blessing of the glorious
Nativity be with you all, with
the Church and Her blessed con-
gregation, all Her servants, chil-
dren, and youth, and with all
who contmnuously labor in serv-
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ing the vineyard of the Lord. I
convey to you the greetings of
the Mother Church in Egypt rep-
resented by: Her Fathers the
Metropolitans and Bishops, the
fathers the priests, the fathers the
monks, the mothers the nuns, the
deacons and the entire congrega-
tion from the blessed and ever-
protected land of Egypt. I con-
gratulate all my beloved every-
where. Merty Christmas and
Happy New Year to everyone.
Glory be to God now and forev-

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂkﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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My Beloved, the Blessed Chil-
dren ofthe Holy Church,

Christ s bom, let us glorify
Him!

Christ s from heaven, let us go
and meet Him!

Christ on earth, let us exalt Him!

It is my pleasure to wish all of
you ablessed Feast of the Nativ-
ity ofour Lord, God, and Savior,
Jesus Christ, Who came for our
salvation. We celebrate God’s
wondmous love for us, since He
made Himself of no reputation
in order to lift us up to Himself.

As we celebrate the mystery of
the magnificent Incamation, we
are celebrating the mystery of
how Christ amazingly emptied
Himself, as St. Paul the Apostle
said, “Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, but made Him-
self of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant, and com-
ing in the likeness of men” (Phil.
2:5-7). Before He became the
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Son of Man, He was the Son of
God, one in essence with the
Father, “And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His gloty, the gloty
as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and
truth” (Jn. 1:14). Christ, Who i
rich in His divine glory, accept-
ed to be poor for our sake and
took our limited and lowly hu-
man nature. That is why St. Paul
the Apostle wrote to the Corin-
thians, “For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might be-
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come rich” (2 Cor. 8:9).
My Beloved,

When we behold the icon of the
glorious Nativity, we find a poor
Child born to a poor family in a
humble place. By worldly
measures, the Holy Theotokos
was a poor woman. She was
orphaned at a very young age
and later St. Joseph the Carmpen-
ter took care of her. When the
days came for her to give birth,
there was no room for her in the
inn.  St. Luke the Evangelist
wrote, “And she brought forth
her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling clothes, and
laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in
the inn” (Lk. 2:7). This poor
Child is the Divine Child, Who
is rich in His divine glory, and
that s why the angels appeared
and praised God saying, “\Glory
to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward
men!” (Lk. 2:14). Also, the Wise
Men came from the East to wor-
ship and offer Him gifts, “And
when they had come into the
house, they saw the young Child
with Mary His mother, and fell
down and worshiped Him. And
when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to
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Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). The icon of
the Nativity is an extraordinary
icon expressing wealth and pov-
erty, the glory of the divinity
and the humility of the humani-
ty; the shepherds and the wise
men; the external simplicity and
the inner greatness.

My Beloved,

Let us look beyond the icon of
the Nativity to our present situa-
tion. Our Christ, Who became
poor for our sake, wants us to
see Him in the person of our
needy brothers and sisters, and
when we care for them, He
grants us the heavenly wealth.
When St. Paul the Apostle ad-
dressed the Cormnthians regard-
ing the collection for the poor in
Jerusalem, he wanted to lift their
eyes to the model of Christ,
Who became poor although He
is rich. He did not concentrate
on the sufferngs of the poor n
Jerusalem, but wanted them to
see Christ in the person of the
needy people in Jerusalem.

When our Lord Jesus Christ
talked about the Last Judgment,
He considered the acts of mercy
done to the needy as if they were
done to Him personally,
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“Assuredly, I say to you, inas-
much as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40).

When St. Serapion saw a naked
poorperson, he said, “Trly, this
is Christ, and is suffering from
the cold.” That was why he took
off his coat and gave it to that
needy person.

I invite you to look at the Icon of
the Divine Baby in the Manger
and see Him in:

¥ The children of the struggling
families, who immigrated and
came seeking a better life for
their children

¥ The children of the needy
families in Egypt, so that we
no longerhearofa child steal-
ing to eat a loaf of bread or
children living on the streets
because they are homeless.

i+ The children of the families,
who left their homes because
of war in Iraq, Syria, or other
places, and are facing the se-
verity ofthe winter cold.

1 The children, whose families
can’t care for them, because of
poverty and give them to or-
phanages to raise them.
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¥ The children, who suffer emo-
tionally, because of the break-
down of their families and live
part of the time with the moth-
er and part with the father.

¥+ The children whose pictures
are used by some non-profit
organizations in order to col-
lect money at the expense of
their human dignity.

My Beloved,

The greatest gift we can offer to
the Divine Baby of Bethlehem is
to care for every suffering and
needy child, when we see Him
in these children and love, serve,
and respect their human dignity,
because they are the image of
the Divine Baby of the manger.

Let us pray for the peace of the
One Holy, Catholic, and Apos-
tolic Church.

Let us pray for our beloved fa-
ther, H.H. Pope Tawadros II.

Let us pray that God may grant
us grace and power to serve our
Beloved Christ in every needy
person, so that none among us i
deprived.

Wishing you many happy re-
tums. Bishop Serapion
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of our Lord’s Circumcision

On January 14 (Tuba 6), the
Coptic Orthodox Church com-
memorates the Feast of the Cir-
cumcision of our Lord Jesus
Christ. This is one of the seven
minor feasts of our Lord in
which we remember that the
Word of God Who gave us the
Law subjected Himself to the
same Law in order to fulfill it in

a spiritual manner.

On the eighth day after His Na-
tivity, our Lord Jesus Christ
was circumcised in accordance
with the Old Testament Law.
All male infants underwent cir-
cumcision as the sign of the
covenant between God and
Abraham and his seed in Gene-
sis 17:10-14 (see also Lev.

12:3).

The Early Fathers of the Church
teach us that our Lord Jesus
Christ underwent circumcision
to give us a pure and perfect
example of how we should
faithfully follow the Divine
Law. Our teacher, the Scholar
Origen, explained in his Homi-
lies on the Gospel according to
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St. Luke 14.1.2:

So, when he died, we died with
him, and when he rose, we 1ose
with him. Likewise, we were
also circumcised along with
him. After his circumcision, we
were cleansed by a solemn puri-
fication. Hence we have no
need at all for a circumcision of
the flesh. You should know that
he was circumcised for our
sake. Listen to St. Paul’s clear
proclamation. He says, “For in
him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily, and you have
come to fullness of life in him,
who is the head of all rule and
authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a circumci-
sion made without hands, by
putting off the body of flesh in
the circumcision of Christ. And
you were buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised
him from the dead.”1 Therefore
his death, his resurrection and
his circumcision took place for
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our sake.

Our Lord’s circumcision also
served a Christological purpose
in that it showed He was truly
flesh. In the Early Church, cer-
tain heretics, such as the
Docetists, taught various hereti-
cal ideas that denied Christ true
humanity. Our Lord’s circumci-
sion in the flesh teaches us that,
indeed, He truly took flesh from

the Most Holy Theotokos.

After His circumcision, our Lord
formally receved the name Je-
sus in accordance with what the
Archangel Gabriel announced to
the Most Holy Theotokos (Lk.
1:31-33). The name Jesus was
an indication of our Lord’s ser-
vice, which was the salvation of
mankind (Mt.1:21; Mark 9:38-
39, 16:17; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:6,
16; Phil 2:9-10). As a result, the
name of Jesus is most powerful,
as the Scholar Origen teaches us

in his work, 4 gainst Celsus:

Christians are seen to draw their
courage not from incantations
but from the name of Jesus and
from the commemoration of
what he has done. For by his
name it has happened very often
that demons are put to flight
from people, especially whenev-
er they, who invoke them, pro-
nounce them with the right dis-
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position and with all trust. So
great indeed is the power of the
name of Jesus that sometimes it
is efficacious even when spoken
by the wicked. The name of Je-
sus heals the afflicted in mind,
puts to flight the spirits of dark-
ness, and to the sick is an ever
present remedy.

We see in these words one basis
and rationale for the persistent
use of the so-called “Jesus Pray-
er” in the Coptic Church: “My
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
have mercy upon me, a sinner.”
The constant use of this prayer
throughout the day, at fixed
times or at any time we feel the
urge to call upon the name of
our Lord, helps us bring our
minds back to Christ and resist
the temptation of the evil one

and his legion of denons.

The significance of the Feast of
the Circumcision for us as mod-
ern Christians is the reminder
that we have entered into a New
Covenant with God and are now
“circumcised with a circumci-
sion made without hands, in put-
ting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ” (Col. 2:11). Indeed, we
are called “Christians,” because
we have entered mto this New

Covenant.
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I also always entreat you, and do
not cease entreating you, not on-
ly to pay attention here to what [
say, but also when you are at
home, to persevere contmnually
in reading the divine Scriptures.
When I have been with each of
you in private, [ have not
stopped giving you the same ad-
vice. Do not let anyone say to
me those vain words, worthy of
heavy condemnation, “I cannot
leave the courthouse, I adminis-
ter the business of the city, I
practice a craft, [ have a wife, I
am raising children, I am in
charge of a household, I am a
man of the world; reading the
Scriptures s not for me, but for
those who have been set apart,
who have settled on the moun-
taintops, who keep this way of
life continuously.”

What are you saying, man? That
attending to the Scriptures is not
for you, since you are surround-
ed by a multitude of cares? Ra-
ther it is for you more than for

January 2015
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St. John Chrysostom

them. They do not need the help
of the divine Scriptures as much
as those do who are involved in
many occupations. The monks,
who are rleased from the clam-
or of the marketplace and have
fixed their huts in the wilder-
ness, who own nothing in com-
mon with anyone, but practice
wisdom without fear n the calm
of'the quiet life, as if resting in a
hatbor, enjoy great security; but
we, as if tossing in the midst of
the sea, driven by a multitude of
sins, always need continuous
and ceaseless aid of the Scrip-
tures. They rest far fromthe bat-
tle, and so they do not receive
many wounds; but you stand
contnuously in the front rank,
and you receive continual blows.

So you need more remedies.

Your wife provokes you, for ex-
ample, your son grieves you,
your servant angers you, your
enemy plots against you, your
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friend envies you, your neighbor
curses you, your fellow soldier
trips you up, often a law suit
threatens you, poverty troubles
you, loss of you property gives
you grief, prosperity puffs you
up, misfortune depresses you,
and many causes and compul-
sions to discouragement and
grief, to conceit and desperation
surround us on all sides, and a
multitude of missiles falls from
everywhere. Therefore, we have
a continuous need for the full

armor of the Scriptures.

For recognize, it is written, that
you go thrugh the midst of
snares and walk on the ramparts
of the city. For example, the de-
signs of the flesh attack more
fiercely those who live in the
midst of the world. A handsome
face, a splendid body strikes us
in the eyes; a shameful phrase
piercing our ears troubles our
mind; and often an effeminate
song weakens the tension of our
soul. But why am I saying this?
That which often seems the
slightest of all these attacks, the
scent of perfume falling from
courtesans as they pass some-
where nearby has captured and
taken us away as prisoners by a
mere accident. And there are
many things like these which
besiege our souls: we need the
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divine medicines to heal the
wounds which we have received
and to protect us from those
which we have not yet received
but will receive.

We must thoroughly quench the
darts of the devil and beat them
off by continual reading of the
divine Scriptures. For it is not
possible, not possible for anyone
to be saved without continually
taking advantage of spiritual
reading. Actually, we must be
content, if even with continual
use of this therapy, we are bare-
ly able to be saved. But when we
are struck every day, if we do
not use any medical care, what

hope do we have ofsalvation?

Reading the Scriptures is a great
means of security against sin-
ning. The ignorance of Scripture
is a great cliff and a deep abyss;
to know nothing of the divine
laws is a great betrayal of salva-
tion. This has given birth to her-
esies, this has mtroduced a cor-
rupt way of life, this has put
down the things above. For it is
impossible, impossible for any-
one to depart without benefit if
he reads continually with atten-
tion.
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Christmas Crossword

Make all the words fit into this crossword.
Each ward is only used ance.
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JOY

LORD
MARY
JESUS
KINGS
GLORY
PEACE
JOSEPH
ANGELS
CHRIST
MANGER
SAVIOUR
SHEPHERDS
BETHLEHEM
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Saturday
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Divine Litu

Y Gl

8:00-11:30

rgy
Divine Liturgy

ANl

AM

Sunday Sch

2l gy

11:30-12
PM

:30

8:00-10:30 AM
ool

A

Divine Liturgy
u..gi\‘ﬂ uu\-fﬁ:“
8:00 AM-10:00 AM

Jr.High and High
Hymns Classes

Oladl glaia)
6:00-7:00 PM

Hymns & Coptic
Classes
by plal Juad
6:00-7:00 PM

Vespers and
Sermon

PR 19 Andiad)
7:00 - 8:30 PM

Servants’

Meeting

slasall g laia)
10:30 AM - 12:00

A PM

12:30-1:30

VWYY Aggh

PM | s JS e slal Jf

Prayers Meeting
53%a plaia)
Arabic Bible Study
ol S Al
6:00 -7:15 PM

College Meeting
daals plaia)

7:30 -8:30 PM

8 ) plada)
6:00-7:15 PM

The Vlrgln of The Hi-Desert
A monthly newsletter published by
Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church
14647 Bonanza Rd Victorvillec Ca 92392
P.O. Box 190« Victorvillec Ca 92393

Phone: (760) 241 - 6279

Newsletter E-mail: Vir ginOfHiDesert@aol.com
Fr. Michael Ibrahim Home: (760) 241 - 5199

Cell: (760) 486 - 0856

Fr. Michael Ibrahim Email: mibrahim9@charter.net
LA Dloceses Web51te hmlmmhmm,Qrg

Midnight Praises
Gallf Chal A
8:30-10:00 PM
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