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On Sunday, January 12, His
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Liturgies for Feasts and Fasts
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“For unto us a Childis
born, Unto us a Son is
given; And the govern-
ment will be upon His
shoulder. And His name

Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” (Is 9:6)
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“THEY
DOWNAND WORSHIPED
HIM... AND THEY PRESENT-
ED GIFTS TO HIM” (MATT.
2:11)!

My Beloved, the Blessed Chil-
dren of the Holy Church, Itis my
pleasure to wish all of you a joy-

ous Feast of the Nativity of our
God, Lord, and Savior Jesus
Christ, Who came to our world
to save us from bondage to s,
to mle over our hearts, and to
help us enter nto His Heavenly
Kingdom. The Wise Men, who
came to see the Divine Baby in
Bethlehem, were the first fruits
of the church of the Gentiles.
They came from a distant nation
to a foreign country to worship
the Divine Child and offer to
Him the submission of'the Gen-
tiles. The Wise men came to Je-
rusalem saying, “Where is He
who has been born King of the
Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East and have come to
worship Him.” (Matt. 2:2)

The Wise Men were both priests
and Babylonian or Persian
Tobah and Ashir 1730
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kings, who spent their time stud-
ying the astronomical signs,
came to worship the Baby of
Bethlehem. They realized that
the Baby of Bethlehem was not
an ordinary baby or just a royal
baby, but rather a Divine Baby,
and they came to offer Him sub-
mission and worship. They alo
understood that the star, which
appeared to them, was not an
ordmnary star. St. John Chrysos-
tom explains that it could not
have been an ordinary star, but
that it was an angelic appearance
in the form of'a starsent by God
to lead the Wise Men, who were
astronomers, to the birthplace of
the Savior of the world. The star
had an unusual motion and was
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exceedingly bright at midday
while the sun was shining. It
appeared sometimes and van-
ished at other times and it was
at a low level to guide them to
where the Child was.

The Church chose the Gospel
reading for the Paramouni of
the Feast of the Nativity to be
the visit of the Shepherds, since
they represent the simple Jews,
who rejoiced at the birth of the
Savior. As for the Gospel read-
ing for the Feast of the Nativity,
the Church chose the visit of the
Three Kings, who represent all
humanity that descended from
the three sons of Noah. It is as
if the Wise Men, who were the
first fruits of the Gentiles, came
to join the simple Jews, the
shepherds, in wormshipping the
Messiah, Who united them both
into His one Church. St. Augus-
tine said, “Who were the Magi,
except the first fruits of the
Gentiles? The shepherds were
Jews and the Wise Men were
Gentiles. The first were close to
Him and the latter came to Him
from afar. But they all hurried
to the Comer Stone”.

The Church chose the readings
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of the Psalms in Vespers, Mat-
ins, and the Divine Liturgy for
the Feast of the Nativity to af-
firm that the visit of the Magi is
a fulfillment of the prophecies
regarding the submission of the
Gentiles to the Baby of Bethle-
hem. We read:

In Vespers, “The kings of Tar-
shish and of the isles will bring
presents; the kings of Sheba and
Seba will offer gifts.” (Ps.
71:10).

In Matms, “And He shall live;
and the gold of Sheba will be
given to Him; prayer also will
be made for Him continually,
and dailly He shall be
praised.” (Ps. 71: 15)

In the Divine Liturgy, “The
Lord has said to Me, “You are
My Son, today I have begotten
You.

Ask ofMe, and I will give You
the nations for Your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for
Your possession.” (Ps. 2: 7-8)

The Magi, who were rmyal
priests, worshipped the Tme
King and offered to Him gold,
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acknowledging that He i the
King of kings; frankincense,
confessing that He is the Tre
God, to Whom adoration is of-
fered; and myrrh, as submission
to the Sufferng King, Who
rules through His life-giving
death on the cross.

My Beloved,

On this blessed feast, we rejoice
in the Birth of our Savior and
we offer Him submission and
adoration, as we always praise
Him saying, “We worship You,
O Christ, with Your Good Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, for
You were bom and saved us”.
The last part of this praise
changes according to the liturgi-
cal season. Accordingly, we say
“For You have ‘come’, ‘were
crucified’, or ‘have risen’ and
saved us.”

Our worship to Christ our Lord
is worship to the Holy Trmity,
the One God, and we worship
Him in His Incamation and
birth, His crucifixion, and His
resurrection. When we worship
our Christ, we are confessing
that He is the Incamate God and
He is the One, Who gives us

Tobah and Ashir 1730

tranquility, peace, and security,
as it happened with the Magi.
St. John Chrysostom said about
the Magi, “Before they saw the
Baby, fear and troubles pres-
sured them from all sides. But
after adoring Him, tranquility
and security descended upon
them.”

Similarly, we, also, are sur-
rounded by pain and suffering
when we follow the news ofour
beloved brothers and sisters in
Egypt facing persecution, pain,
and tribulations. But we should
not be tmoubled, since our
Christ, Who suffered for our
sake, is a powerful God, and to
Him all the nations submit. Yes,
He allows suffering to happen
and i patient with the evil peo-
ple, and may even flee from
evil, as He fled from Herod.
Although the conspiracies of
the evil people may succeed, we
have to always remember the
words of the psalm, “He who
sits in the heavens shall laugh;
the Lord shall hold them in de-
rision. You shall break them
with a rod of iron; You shall
dash them to pieces like a pot-
ter’s vessel.” (Ps. 2: 4, 9)
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We pray for the peace of the
One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church.

and suffering.

We pray that the Baby of Beth-
lehem enlighten our hearts with
His Divine light, so we may be
filled with joy, peace, and tran-

quility!
We pray for the souls of our be-

loved, who were martyred, and
for their families, as well as for
the injured ones.

We pray for our beloved father,
H.H. Pope Tawadros II.

Wishing you many happy re-
tums.

Bishop Serapion
We pray for all who are troubled

The Circumcision Feast is one of the seven Mmor Feasts of our
Lord Jesus Christ, meaning they do not effect our salvation, but
events done by our Lord worth recognizing.

The Lord Jesus Christ accepted to be circumcised for sever-
al reasons:

¥+ To prove the reality of His divine Incarnation, i.e. taking flesh
and becoming Man.

¥ To attest that He is of the offspring of Abrahamand is from this
nation which He came from by flesh (Hebrews 2:16).

¥ To perfect the Law which He has put (Genesis 17 & Leviticus
12), therefore, to prevent the Jews from opposing and reject-
ing Him; “I did not come to abolish but to perfect.” (Matthew
5:17).
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In the thirteenth day of the
blessed month of Tobe (January
21th), the Coptic Orthodox
Church celebrates the miracle
that our Lord Jesus Christ per-
formed at the Wedding in Cana
of Galilee. Cana was a town in
Galilee northeast of Nazareth,
where the Lord Jesus Christ mi-
raculously turned water into
wine at a wedding feast. This
miracle is known as the first
miracle the Lord Jesus Christ
had performed following His
Holy Baptism by St. John the
Baptist in the Jordan River.

In the Holy Gospel of St. John
the Apostle (2:1), it is writ-
ten, “On the third day there was
a wedding in Cana of Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was
there.” The wedding took place
three days after the call of the
first disciples (originally follow-
ers of St. John the Baptist);
namely St. Andrew, St. John, St.
Simon Peter, St. Philip, and St.
Bartholomew. Bartholomew,
among the first called to follow
the Lord Jesus Christ, and one of
the twelve apostles, had been

Tobah and Ashir 1730
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known as “a man of Cana”

The miracle performed at the
wedding nm Cana s denoted as
the first of seven signs per-
formed by the Lord Jesus Christ
according to the Holy Gospel of
St. John. The second one, the
healing of a nobleman’s son,
also occurred in the setting of
Cana of Galilee.

Why in Cana and Not Judea

The Lord Jesus Christ began His
supematural, miraculous signs in
Cana, not Judea. The first sign
profoundly  symbolized the
Kingdom of Heaven’s imminent
need to be spread beyond Judea
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into the entire world. In fact,
evangelism in Cana i particu-
lar, largely gentile populated,
must have been a priority for the
Lord. Evangelism must have
also been a timely need as He
began this ministry three days
after the call of the first few cho-
sen apostles. The Lord Jesus
Christ did not even wait for the
calling of the remaining seven
apostles to begin His heavenly
signs and evangelism ministry.

Why at a Wedding

The wedding setting at which
the Lord performed His first
miracle is also symbolically im-
portant, emphasizing His union
with His chosen bride Israel, the
Christians at large (Ephesians
5:25-27). We know that by the
presence of the Lord Jesus
Christ attending the wedding,
He personally sanctioned mar-
riage as holy and honorable.

St. Clement of Alexandria (c.
195), an Ante-Nicene father and
a source of early Christian docu-
mentation, in his personal writ-
ings wams us that "It i im-
portant to note that although Je-
sus made water into wine at the
marriage, He did not give per-
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mission to get dmunk. Scripture
has named wine as the symbol
for sacred blood.”

Why this Particular Wedding

Many Biblical scholars have as-
serted that the groom of this
wedding in Cana of Galilee was
Simon the Zealot. Orthodox tra-
dition also holds that Simon the
Zealot, who was to become one
of the twelve chosen apostles by
the Lord Jesus Christ, was in-
deed the groom

Why His Mother

St. Mary i not only present as a
guest at the wedding; but as
someone with a distinguished
predominant role in the first mir-
acle of our Lord IJesus
Christ. “And when they ran out
of wine, the mother of Jesus said
to Him, ‘They have no
wine’” (John 2:3).

The Lord Jesus Christ reminds
His mother that the time for His
disclosure to the world has not
yet come. Nonetheless, He does
not deny her demand. St. Mary,
having confidence in her Son,
expects Him to act upon her re-
quest and tells the servants at the
wedding feast, “Whatever He

Tobah and Ashir 1730
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saysto you, do it” (John 2:5).
Why Empty Pots

During the New Testament era,
it was customary to dilute one
part of wine with three parts of
water. The emptiness of those
six stone water pots at the wed-
ding feast signifies the void of
Judaism and its failure to meet
the spiritual needs of the Jewish
population; leaving them unful-
filled with much to be desired.

Why Water

“Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the
water pots with water’ and they
filled them to the brim” (John
2:7). By His word alone, the
plain water- refilled six stone
pots suddenly became wine. Not
just an ordinary type of wine;
but plentiful, superior quality
wine; enough to offer everyone
at the wedding a second serv-
ing. “When the master of the
feast had tasted the water and
that was made wine, and did not
know where it came from (but
the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the master of the
feast called the bridegroom. And
he said to him, ‘Every good man
at the beginning sets out the
good wine, and when the guests

Tobah and Ashir 1730
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have well drunk, and then the
inferior. You have kept the good
wine until now!””(John 2:9-

Why Six Pots

Some Biblical Scholars think
that the quantity of water pots
(six) signify one less than the
perfect number, seven; thus sig-
nifying that the Levitical law
was less than perfect, or incom-
plete at the time the wedding
feast had been celebrated.

Why the Disciples

The first chosen disciples were
witnesses to this amazing Glory
of the Lord Jesus Christ which
serves to quickly strengthen
their newness of faith. Right
away, those honored disciples
were certainly exposed to great
many inspiring lessons within
this first miraculous sign of the
Lord Jesus Christ at the Wed-
ding Feast of Cana of Galilee.
Some of those lessons include:

¥ The urgency of evangelism
by example.

¥+ The importance of the Sacra-
ment of Marriage.

¥ St. Mary’s gift of interces-
sion and her role as the
mother of God.
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¥+ Onset of the crumbling of sign.

Judaism. ¥+ First hand knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ’s holy
grace upon others.

¥ Observing and marveling
over the first miraculous
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One Feast:

The Feast of the Nativity and the Feast of the Epiphany

Both the Nativity and the Bap-
tism of our Lord Jesus Christ
are celebrated as Feasts of the
Theophany, or Divine Manifes-
tation.

Through His glorious birth, He
1s manifested as God Incamate,
the Son of Man. “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the Only-begotten of
the Father, full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14). “But when
the fullness of the time had
come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, bom under
the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption as
sons” (Qalatians 4:4-5). After
His Baptism, He was revealed
as the Second Person, or Hy-
postasis, of the Holy Trmity,
and thus the Son of God. “And
suddenly a voice came from
heaven, saying, 'This is My be-
loved Son, in whom I am well
please” (Matthew 3:17; com-

Tobah and Ashir 1730

Fr. Shenouda M aher Ishak

pare Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22).

In fact, in the early Church the
Feast of the Nativity and the
Feast of Epiphany were cele-
brated as one feast on January 6
(Julian calendar = Coptic month
Tobe 11), called the Feast of
Epiphany. In the East, the intro-
duction of a separate feast for
the Nativity on December 25
(Julian calendar = Coptic month
Kioahk 29) occurred in the later
4 th century. The writings of St.
John Chrysostom enable us to
fix 378 A.D. as the date at
which the observance of the
Feast of the Nativity on Decem-
ber 25 was introduced at Anti-
och. In a sermon preached there
in 388 on the Feast of the Na-
tivity he states that is ob-
servance was not yet quite ten
years old (Encyclopedia of Re-
ligion and Ethics, vol. 3, p. 603)

In Alexandria, it must have
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been ntroduced between 400
and 432 A.D., and probably on
or closer to 432, since from the
Paschal letter of St. Theophilus
of Alexandria in 400 A.D., it is
clear that the Nativity and the
Baptism were both celebrated
on January 6. Paul of Emesa
had been sent by John of Anti-
och to make peace with St. Cyr-
il of Alexandria, and he
preached two sermons in Alex-
andria on the Incamation. The
first was preached on the Feast
of the Nativity on Kioahk 29
(December 25) and the second
on Tuba 6 (January 1) in 432.
Thus in 432, the Feast of the
Nativity had been already sepa-
rated from that of the Baptism
(Ibid., p. 604).

January and February 2014

This separation occurred even
later in Jerusalem (Ibid.).

But the Armenians did not ac-
cept the separation of the two
feasts except for a short period,
and in the sixth century they
resumed their ancient use (Ibid.,
p. 605) which they observe until
the present day. Now they cele-
brate both feasts on January 6
according to the modern Grego-
rian calendar and not the Julian
calendar.

Thus, in our Coptic Orthodox
Church, the tradition is to cele-
brate the Feast of the Nativity
up until the Feast of the Epipha-
ny as had been preserved in Up-
per Egypt throughout the centu-
ries.

Tobah and Ashir 1730
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JfM/e f tiudy

Why do we follow the Septua-
gint Translation of the Old
Testament?

The first translations of
the OIld Testament &&
were made into Aramic

and Greek. :

From about 400 BC the &=
Old Testament began to “#:
be translated into Aramic
or also known as the Ara-
maic targums. This transla-
tion helped the Jewish people
who began to speak Aramaic
from the time of their captivity
in Babylon.

In about 250 BC, the Old Testa-
ment was translated mto Greek.
This translation is known as the
Septuagint which is the first
translation of the Hebrew Old
Testament into Greek. The Jews
who lived in Alexandria, Egypt,
were no longer familiar with He-
brew since Greek had become
their everyday language.

Tobah and Ashir 1730

What about the New Testa-
ment?

Over 5,600 early Greek man-
= uscripts of the New
¢ Testament  survived.
. The oldest New Testa-
: ‘ment manuscript dated
== around AD 125 was dis-
covered in Egypt. It i
known as the John Rylands
manuscript. This manuscript
contains a small part of the Holy
Gospel according to St. John.

This small fragment of St. John's
Gospel, less than nine centime-
tres high and containing on the
one side part of verses 31-33, on
the other of verses 37-38 of
chapter xviii is one of the collec-
tion of Greek papyri in the John
Rylands Library, Manchester. It
was originally discovered n
Egypt. The importance of this
fragment s quite out of propor-
tion to its size, since it may with
some confidence be dated in the
first half of the second century
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A.D., and thus ranks as the earli-
est known fragment of the New
Testament in any language. It
provides us with invaluable evi-
dence of the spread of Christian-
ity in areas distant from the land
of its origin; it is particularly
interesting to know that among
the books read by the early
Christians in Upper Egypt was
St. John's Gospel, commonly
regarded as one of the latest of
the books of the New Testament.
Like other early Christian works
which have been found in Egypt,
this Gospel was written in the
form of a codex, 1.e. book, not of
a roll, the common vehicle for
pagan literature of that time.

Early translations of the New
Testament from Greek into Lat-
in, Syriac, and Coptic versions

began about AD 180. In AD
300, the Coptic versions were
translated into the four Coptic
dialects known in Egypt at that
time: Sahidic, Bohairic,
Fayyumic, and Akhmimic.

A final interesting fact to con-
sider ...Coptic was the final
stage of the classical Egyptian
language, following the invasion
of Alexander the Great (332
B.C.) up thmu the Arab conquest
(640 A.D.). Coptic is written in
a form of the basic Greek alpha-
bet, supplemented by six
(sometimes  seven) letters
adapted from Demotic, the final
developmental stage of the
Egyptian hieroglyphic / hieratic
script.

Anna the Prophetess

Three little verses in the Holy Bible tell us the story of a great
woman. It tells of her devotion, her love and hersecure place in the
Father’s arns. She served long and was rewarded much.

“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phan-
uel, of the tribe of Asher.. And coming in at that instant she gave
thanks to the Lord. And this woman was a widow of about eighty
four years, who did not depart from the temple but praised God
with fasting and prayers day and night” (Luke 2:36-38).
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Congratulations
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“Therefore you shall consecrate him, for he offers the
bread of your God. He shall be holy to you forI the Lord
which sanctify you, am holy.” (Leviticus 21:8)

The Church congregation congratulates

Fr. Michael Ibrahim

For the tenth anniversary of his ordination as a priest, wishing
him a year filled with abundant blessings.
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First Liturgy at New Parish in Barstow
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First Liturgy
prayed at the New
location in Barstow
California led by
Fr. Michael Ibra-
him on January 11,
2014. May God
bless the service.
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‘ Wednes- i

day f'h-)jﬂ

Jr.High and High
Hymns Classes
Oladl glaia)
6:00 -7:00 PM

Divine Liturgy
AR u.u\ﬁ;\
% 8:00 - 11:30 AM

Divine Liturgy
u.g.ﬁ‘g\ u.u\.\i;\
8:00 AM-10:00 PM
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Sunday School Hymns & Coptic Vespers and Ser- :
Al (e Classes mon S
11:30-12:30 | Divine Liturgy | 23 oall Juad Aaldly dpdal) g
PM 6:00 -7:00 PM 7:00 -8:30 PM ¥
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u.g_fg\ )8l
Prayers Meeting
8:00 AM—10:30 33La plaia)
AM Arabic Biblg Study
Servants’ ol QUS4 ja
Meeting 7:00 - 8:15 PM
?"‘5 &LAJ@\
' 12:30-1:30 PM

College Meeting
daals plaia)

7:30 -8:30 PM

8 ) glada)
7:00 -8:15 PM
044 JS (a daax A

Midnight Praises
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Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church %

14647 Bonanza Rd Victorville, Ca 92392 X
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Phone: (760) 241- 6279 :
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Newsletter E-mail: VirginOfHiDesert(@aol.com
Fr. Michael Ibrahim Res: (760) 241 - 5199
Cell: (760) 486 - 0856
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