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DIVINE GRACE AT WORK IN

THE HUMAN PERSONALITY

One of the loveliest truths about
Christianity is that it does not try
to eliminate man’s individual traits
of any type. On the contrary, the
grace of God works in every type
of trait to produce many benefits,
advantages, and blessings, whether
for the one who possesses these
traits, or for his family, his church,
and his country.

The Holy Spirit, who descended on
the disciples in the upper room in
the form of a strong wind, included
all of them in confirmation of the
unity of the body of Christ. He also
quickly alighted upon each of them
in the shape of divided tongues of
fire to confirm their individuality,
distinctiveness, and uniqueness.

God certainly does not want to
make carbon copies of men, but
is happy to deal with each soul
individually. As a wise artist and
competent architect, He can make
of every soul a beautiful icon that is
an expression of the great skill of its
Creator.

Therefore, regardless of personality
type, the Lord is able to sanctify it,
and to bless this type in order to
render it blessed and fruitful.
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Just as the minister must not try to
impose his own personality traits on
those he ministers to, no individual
has the right to hate his personality
type or wish he had a different
one. This is certainly an indication
of a lack of understanding of
the abilities, potentialities and
advantages of each personality
type. Society, whether it is the
church or the country, needs them
all.

I. Personality Types

There are many ways of classifying
personality types; we give two
methods by way of example:

A. The First Classification: The
human personality is classified
into three types according to the
individual's dominant activity:
rational, sentimental, or striving.

1. The Rational Personality: This
type is characterized by the
dominance of reason, for it does
not cease to study, examine, and
analyze.Thisis a well-read, cultured,
educated personality. Its emotions
are generally calm. Itis interested in
carrying out analytic and profound
studies, whether in individual
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human life, the life of groups, or the
life of the whole nation.

2. The Sentimental Personality: This
ype is characterized by emotiona

activity; itis loving and affectionate,
able to make good relations with
many, whether in the family circle,
in church, or in society. It is a loving
personality and is loved by many,
with overflowing affections, warm
feelings, and numerous friendships.

3. The Striving (Active) Personality:
This type is characterized by
great energy, never ceasing its
activity and movement. It cannot
bear to be still. It is the right type
for trips, parties, organization,
and exhibitions. It is capable of
implementing and supervising
various field projects.

B.The Second Classification

This second classification is based
on the individual's dominant
characteristics:

1. The Leadership Personality: This
type has a strong will and self-
confidence, and is able to lead
others. Clear vision is one of its
assets and it possesses energy,
determination, independence, and
its emotions are under control. This
type is inclined to work on its own.

2. The Sociable Personality: This
personality is characterized by
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vitality, energy, and the ability
to soon make warm and friendly
relations with people. It has many
friends, is enthusiastic, cheerful,and
affectionate. It has the tendency to
react quickly and emotionally.

3. The Perfectionist Personality: It
is gentle and sensitive, thoughtful
and creative. It constantly seeks
perfection and what is better. It is
self-critical, organized, and analyzes
matters carefully and in detail. It is
conscientious and responsible, but
is often self-centered, overcritical,
and moody.

4. The Serene Personality: It is calm
because it controls its feelings
and reactions. It is capable and
disciplined, organized, practical,
conscientious, and cheerful. It
listens attentively to others and is
generally objective. However, it can
be slow, hesitant, and sometimes
obstinate and ironic.

Il. The Work of Grace in the
Human Personality

U

God'’s Holy Spirit is able to “baptize”
any personality whatever its type,
for there is no such thing as a
“spiritual personality”, but there
is a “garden full of different types
of personality”, some examples of
which are:

1. The Rational Personality: It
is capable, with God’s grace, to
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undertake spiritual, ecclesiastical,
and Biblical studies and research.
It constantly studies the Bible
and Church writings, as well as
the various Church subjects such
as the many different branches
of Theology: theoretical, literary,
comparative, doctrinal, historical,
and ritual.

There is no doubt that the Church
needs these researchers so that it
can learn about its heritage and
face the ageitislivingin with a solid
foundation of serious studies. The
Churchalsoneedsthemtostudythe
innovations of the era, whether in
philosophy, education, psychology,
sociology, medicine, engineering,
or astronomy. It needs their
research so that it can determine
its stance on contemporary issues
such as space exploration, genetic
engineering, drugs, AIDS, and test-
tube babies. These issues need
studies and scholars, and the best
ones for the job are the rational,
studious personalities.

2. The Sentimental Personality: It
has a significant and effective role
to play in ministering to individuals,
in mobilizing groups, and in leading
meetings so that they follow a holy
and constructive direction because
of its characteristically good
relations with those it ministers
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to. The sentimental personalities
can build bridges of love and
cooperation between the church
and society so that the church is
not isolated from its environment,
but on the contrary, participates in
the life of the country. The personal
touches of love are essential keys
to the heart of man, “for love is
stronger than death” (Songs 8: 6) and
“love never fails” (1 Cor. 13: 8).

3. The Striving Personality: Its role
cannot be ignored, for it organizes
conferences, celebrations,
exhibitions, and other church
activities at the level of the class,
the local church, the whole
church, at both the ecumenical
and national levels. It is an active
sociable personality, capable of
managing, organizing, mobilizing
and directing the various activities
effectively and efficiently, since it is
attentive to all the different aspects
of an undertaking.

4. The Leadership Personality:
When the Holy Spirit fills it and
His grace works in it, it is used by
Him to lead inside the church and
to witness outside it. Leadership
is an essential component of work
and service, for without a wise
leadership and a sound vision, the
people have a hard time, and some
might be lost. God has granted
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leadership qualities to certain
people from whom He has chosen
church leaders at the different
levels of the church hierarchy: the
Pope, the bishops, the clergy, and
those responsible for service. Their
role will certainly be effective in
service and in encouraging many
to work in the Lord’s vineyard and
in building the country.

5.The Sociable Personality: It can be
used by God to bring a great many
into the fold of salvation and to
persuade them to lead a sanctified
life. It can be instrumental in
discovering the talents, gifts, and
capabilities God has given others.
They can become essential building
blocks in the Kingdom, useful in
attracting souls, in promoting the
unity of the Christian family, in
bringing about reconciliation, and
in establishing relations of love
and goodwill among all people. All
these are important matters that
need a certain type of effective
sociable personality.

6. The Perfectionist Personality:
At the hands of the Holy Spirit, it
can be effective in bringing others
to Christian perfection. It can be
effective in revising the programs,
methods, and the curricula used
in service until they are perfect. It
can, with the grace of God, present
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a good image of real Christianity,
whether in the family, the church, or
society. It is a personality type that
is never complacent, constantly
striving for perfection in morals, in
service, and in academic studies.

7. The Serene Personality: At the
hands of the Lord, it is lovely
in a world that is confused and
clamorous, full of noise and
upheavals and problems. It is this
type which is filled with faith and
trust in God’s promises. It is able to
transmitcalmandserenitytoothers,
thus becoming a cause of peace
of mind to many because it gives
them, from the Lord’s storehouse,
a measure of faith that dispels their
worries and lulls their fears. This
results in the ability to look ahead
and to take positive steps in order
to calmly find solutions to existing
problems.

No matter what type of personality
we have, the important thing is that
it be anointed by the Holy Spirit to
be used by God for the spreading
of the kingdom. Let us all rejoice in
the gifts of the Lord and the infinite
power of God’s Spirit to sanctify
and consecrate man regardless of
personality type and to make his
energy, his talents and gifts fruitful
to the glory of His Holy Name.
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Measures, balances, and standards
are all tools used since the dawn
of humanity for the purpose of
determining size, weight, and
length, for trade, engineering,
and medical purposes. In truth, all
such measures (such as time) are
measures and standards specific
to the material world, not the
spiritual. God, who is unlimited,
is not measured or weighed, and
consequently, His gifts and grace
are beyond any measure or scale,
as it is written: “Who has directed
the Spirit of the Lord” (Isaiah 40:13).

The concept of overflowing is
difficult for the human mind to
absorb, because it is accustomed to
living in scarcity. Actually, scarcity
was a natural result of the fall. When
Adam was living in the garden, he
was living in abundance, not only
on the material level but also on
the spiritual level. | cannot imagine
that he had needed of a scale or
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measuring line. As for after the
fall, the punishment was losing all
abundance and submitting to the
laws of scarcity: “In toil you shall
eat of it All the days of your life...
In the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread” (Genesis 3:17,19). Since
that time and the human mind,
in dealing with God, does not
expect but scarcity and parsimony.
Perhaps the most prominent
example of this is what the Israelites
did when He brought down for
them the Manna in the wilderness,
not understanding the concept of
abundance, nor imagining God’s
generosity, they stored up the
Manna, which brought forth worms
and rotted.

In the story of Ezekiel crossing the
water that was flowing out from
under the threshold of the house,
the man with the measuring rod in
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his hand stopped measuring, since
it became a river that cannot be
crossed, symbolic of the abundance
of the work of the Holy Spirit which
is not limited by measures (Ezekiel
47:1-6). Likewise, the Holy Bible
habitually, in describing the work
of the Holy Spirit, uses words that
express abundance, like wells of
salvation, rivers of living water,
a fountain of water springing
up into everlasting life.. They
are all expressions that assure of
continuity and not running out. St.
Paul also writes, in many places in
his epistles, of the richness of Christ,
describing Him in his epistle to the
Ephesians as “unsearchable riches”
(Ephesians 3:8). For the Lord Christ
to bring to us the understanding of
the abundance of the Spirit, He used
the terms of measure, although the
Spirit is not subject to measures,
saying: “Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over
will be put into your bosom” (Luke
6:38).
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Perhaps the abundance of the Spirit
is what St. Isaac the Syrian realized
when he said, “Do not become
foolish in your petitions, lest you
insult God by the meanness of your
knowledge.”1 It is what made God
urge each one of us, as He incited
Ahaz of old, “Ask a sign for yourself
from the Lord your God; ask it either
in the depth or in the height above”
(Isaiah 7:11), and pushed Elisha to
urge the widow of the prophet: “do
not gather just a few” (2 Kings 4:3),
and the Lord Christ to rebuke us:
“Until now you have asked nothing
in My name” (John 16:24).

Yes, truly we bless You, Oh our Lord
Jesus Christ, because through your
incarnation, death, resurrection,
and ascension to the heavens,
You removed from us the curse
of scarcity and parsimony which
befell us because of sin. You poured
out on us of Your Holy Spirit much
more than we could have asked
or imagined, according to Your
richness in glory.
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OUR CHALLENGE AS CHRISTIANS

Asweliveinthisworld, wearebound
to face difficulties and sometimes
feel bombarded by troubles from
all directions. At one time or
another, we may seek assistance,
support, or encouragement from
someone higher than ourselves.
This is an innate longing in all of
us. As we stand at the crossroads,
where do we go for guidance and
direction? Where do we find help
to face the perplexities of life, as we
know them here on earth? Who can
provide us with the aid and support
we need to overcome and prevail?

For some, the answers may not
be easy or simple. But for us, as
Christian believers, the answer
should be clear, because it reveals
the core of our understanding of
what spirituality truly means, as well
as the deep inter-relation between
our physical and spiritual needs.
Satisfying our material needs is not
bad or evil, but the spiritual needs
are more important and can not
be satisfied by material resources.
In fact, satisfying our spiritual
needs solves many if not all of the
problems we face on a daily basis.
For us, as Christians, the assistance
we need is Divine help, the “Grace
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of God" It is a gift given to each of
us if we wish to accept it. This is the
central paradox! It is an immense

and powerful energy given
universally and without exception.
Yet, the secret of unlocking this
energy lies within each of us. By our
own free will, we choose to accept
grace or reject it.

This power sanctifies, strengthens,
nourishes, and perfects us so we
can have communion with our
Creator, Who is the source of all
power and goodness within us.
Only then we will be able to face
life’s perplexities and troubles
without failing and crumbling
under what seems to be a heavy
load. St. Paul tells us, “For by grace
you have been saved through faith;
and this is not your own doing, it
is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) We are
worthy of this gift not because of
our own good works, but because
of God'’s divine love. Therefore, our
holiness and sanctification, as well
as every loving work and service
we perform is attributed to the
power and grace of the Holy Spirit,
only when we allow Him to work
through us. We receive this divine
power of the Holy Spirit in Baptism,
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but determination through fervent
prayer is required so we can remain
belonging to God. In other words,
it is a blessed state, which requires
a victorious struggle against the
devil so we can live in communion
with God. But we must not “quench
the Spirit within us.” (1 Thess. 5: 19)

Will this challenge and struggle be
easy?

Of course not! The devil and
his angels explore each of us
individually to find our weaknesses.
He is very tactful in his attacks. He
offers appealing visions to our eyes,
music to our ears, and to each of
our senses something tempting
to make us sin. Our tongues may
speak evil of others or lie and
our hands may not do work to
glorify God. He holds infront of
our eyes earthly honors and false
values, making them seem more
preferable to the heavenly ones. In
our businesses, he sets up ways for
us to earn profits by shady means.
His tactics have many facets and he
is very wily, but we must be wary
and always alert. St. Peter tells us,
“Be sober, be vigilant, because your
adversary the devil walks about like
a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. Resist him, steadfast
in the faith.... May the God of all
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grace, who called us to His eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after you have
suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.” (1 Pet.
5:8-10)

So long as we live on this earth, our
challenges will never disappear.
But as long as we have the desire
to please God and walk according
to His commandments, grace and
Divine help will always by granted
to us. This will allow us to be in a
blessed state of communion with
God, which is truly the goal of all
our labors and ascetic endeavors.
We must do everything for the
glory of God by the grace of the
Holy Spirit. We also must be defiant
towards the sin, which wants to
control and defeat us. We need
constant reminder that in facing
our challenges, “we do not lose
heart” (2 Cor. 4: 16), because “God
has not given us a spirit of fear, but
of power and of love and of a sound
mind." (2 Tim. 1: 7)

Through the intercessions of the
Holy Theotokos, may our Lord
always sustain our weaknesses,
by the Grace of the Holy Spirit, so
we can face our adversary and
his challenges and in the end be
victorious in our struggle.
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Should Christians Celebrate Father's Day?

Father’s Day is a day set apart to
celebrate fatherhood, recognize
the influence of fathers in our
homes and society... While it is
celebrated in the U.S. on the third
Sunday of June, in many other
countries the officially recognized
date of Father’s Day varies. It is
believed that Father’s Day was
first observed on June 19, 1910, in
Spokane, Washington, through the
efforts of Sonora Smart Dodd, a
Christian woman and the daughter
of American Civil War veteran
William Jackson Smart. Sonora’s
mother died when she was age 16,
and she wanted a day that would
commemorate and honor fathers
like her own, who had raised her
and five other children. Once she
began soliciting the idea of an
official Father’s Day, she met some
opposition and even derision,
but she persevered. A bill was
introduced in Congressin 1913, and
in 1916, President Woodrow Wilson
spoke at a Father’s Day celebration
in Spokane, Washington, wanting
to make it an official holiday, but
Congress still resisted. In 1924,
Calvin Coolidge became involved,
and in 1930 a national committee
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was formed by various trade groups
in an effort to legitimize the holiday.
The battle continued, and in 1966
President Lyndon Johnson made a
proclamation for the third Sunday
of June to be Father’s Day. Finally,
it was made an official national
holiday when President Nixon
signed a similar proclamation in
1972.

While God’s Word is silent about
any day being set aside specifically
to honor fathers, the Bible does
recognize a special place of honor
for men who were leaders or
examples of excellence in certain
skills, such as Jabal, who was “the
father of those who live in tents and
raise livestock” and his brother
Jubal, who was “the father of all who
play the harp and flute” (Genesis
4:20-21). Also, when Abram’s name
was changed to Abraham, God
told him, “I have made you a father
of many nations” (Genesis 17:5),
clearly indicating fatherhood as
a place of honor in His eyes. Thus,
even though the Bible does not
mention a Father’s Day, we can
clearly see that God does recognize
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the importance of fathers and
even gave them special honor
throughout history.

Furthermore, we can follow this
theme of fatherhood in the very
person of God Himself through
countless  scriptures  (Matthew
5:45; 6:9,32; Romans 1:7; 15:6; 1
Corinthians 8:6). There are many
instances that speak of Jesus Christ,
the Son, honoring His Father and
honoring the will of His Father
(e.g., John 17:1 and John 17:5).
The apostle Paul taught that to
honor one’s earthly father is not
only a commandment but the first
commandment that, when obeyed,
has a promise of things going well
and living long on the earth. “Honor
yourfatherand mother—which s the
firstcommandmentwithapromise—
that it may go well with you and that
you may enjoy long life on the earth”
(Ephesians 6:2-3). In light of these
verses, and many others, it would
seem to be perfectly God-honoring
to celebrate a day in which fathers,
the God-given spiritual head of
the family, could and should be
honored. Ultimately, whether or
not to celebrate a specific day or
holiday is a matter of personal
preference. We have the freedom
to celebrate and the freedom not
to celebrate if we so choose.
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The Second Anniversary of the Ordination of

Our Blisheps Abraham end Kyrilles

May Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ Keep them for many years
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Weekly Services
Sunday: saa il
§:00-11:15 AN Disine Litingy bl Y1 ulall
17:30 -12:30 PMW Sunday Schaal

12:30 -7:30 PN Servants’ Weeting 2l gloial
o &bt

2l yuylaa

Wec(nescfay: se L )1
8:00 - 10:30 AN Divine Leitungy il Y1 ol

6:00 - 9:00 PW Competition Classes

H. E. Metropolitan Serapion Ll ajlyll gl b ugym

Diocese of Los Angeles,

‘E 1’1’cfay:

Southern California & Hawaii sacsl
§:00 - 10:30 AN Divine Litarngy ol

The\Virgin of The Hi-Desert P Soin D LT
A bi-monthly newsletter published by 2100~ 6:00 BH Jlsgs
Saint Mary/Coptic OrthodoxChurch 6:00 - 7:00 P Fymne and Copiic e
glasdig Lo

7:00 - §:00 P rrabic and English Bible Study

ilailg gups unia olis dulgs
7:00 - 5:00 DM Family Weeting

Clergy
Fr. Michael/lbrahim
Cell: (760) 486 - 0856

, gl glosial
Ermichaelibrahim@stmarychurchvv.com (The Last Fuiday of the Wontk) Lt
: (ptiidl J5 yoa dzon A1)
Saint Mary Church Physical Address:  Saturday: |
14647 Bonanza Rd PO "o
Victorville, CA 92392 6100 - 7:00 PW Advanced Fymus | i rs

7:00 - 8:30 PN Vespers and Sevwnon

Saint Mary Church Mailing Address: oo ;0 oy = Dres gmi“*"-"! il
P.O. Box 190 alad alacl Jod

Victorville, CA 92393
G Guddl Z93)1 bl 5Tn

Sy 52

5 (il 65 &Y dluis

| ?d& (s I
o

Phone: (760) 241 - 6279
Email: stmarychurchvv@aol.com

Newsletter Email:
VirginOfHiDesert@aol.com

((ARRZEETY) «.&ij 18 b

Visit us at the church official Website ! a T = 3!
http://www.stmarychurchvy.com b “But the Q—(el'per, the Hol
Spiritawhom
Follow us on Facebook at: ) e .-w{ :
StMary.Coptic Church Victorville ' A

YouTube channel:
Saint.Mary.Coptic OrthodoxChurch
Victorville

L.A. Diocese’s Website:
http://www:lacopts.org




.i..... L4

(A PN

-y

44

-t

06]IFXOdE@/dF
U2INY5)XOPOYII@21d0%) ATRIN S

vl 29,)1 Jgl> aue

Yo\A galo YV

| |
Ly_ SEEE
S BAIRIDIA, = ===

>
b F

5



	صور اليوم الرياضى: كرة السلة
	Holy Passion Week Service
	Church News
	Happy Feast of Resurrection 2018
	Photos of Basketball Day March 2018

