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The 15th Anniversary of the ordination of our beloved
Fr. Michael Ibrahim

May Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ bless his service for
many years to come

New Year’s Divine Liturgy is celebrat-
ed on January 1,2019 at 9:00 AM.

The Divine Liturgy of the Feast of Na-
tivity is celebrated on, January 6, 2018
starting at 8:00 PM.

The Feast of Nativity Festival is on
January 7, 2018 at 12:00 PM, January
19 at 1:00 PM.

The Divine Liturgy of the Feast of
Epiphany is celebrated on January 18,
2019, the liturgy of waters at 7:00 PM,
followed by Matin at 7:30 PM.

The Divine Liturgies of Jonah’s Fast
are celebrated on Monday-Wednes-
day, February 18-20 at 9:00 am.

The Divine Liturgy of Jonah’s Feast is
celebrated on Thursday, February 21,
2019 at 8:00 am.

Congratulations
Church News

Pastoral Message for the Glorious
Feast of the Nativity 2019

H. G. Bishop Kyrillos Sermon for
the Feast of Epiphny 2019

Birthdays of the Month
Youth Corner

Fr.  Michael Ibrahim 15th
Annivsary collage

New Year's Eve 2019 Celebration

New Baptisms
Condulences

Verse of the Month
Weekly church services
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PASTORAL MESSAGE IFOR THE
GLORIOUS FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 2019

H. E. Metr

“Rejoice in the Lord always”
(Php 4:4)

My Beloved, the Blessed Children
ofthe Holy Church, itis my pleasure
to wish all of you a blessed Feast
of the Nativity of our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ. We rejoice
in the birth of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, Who has manifested to
us the mystery of God’s humility,
love, and He constantly seeks our
salvation. St. Paul the Apostle
explained that the Word, the Son
of God, “Who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of
a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. And being found in
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politan Serapion

appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the
cross” (Php 2: 6-8). This explains to
us the amazing divine love, “For
God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16).

When we joyfully come to worship
the Babe of Bethlehem, let us
remember that we are worshipping
our Lord, Who emptied Himself and
accepted to take our human nature.
He came to our world, and lived
amongst us, so He can save us, for
“The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth” (Jn
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1:14). We, who were sitting in the
darkness and the shadow of death,
He shined upon us with His light, as
it is written, “The people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and
upon those who sat in the region and

shadow of death Light has dawned”

(Mt 4:16).

The mystery of the Incarnation is
the mystery of God’s wondrous
humility. As Satan enticed man to
fallthrough prideand disobedience,
Christ saved us through His humility
and obedience unto death on the
Cross.

Our joy in the birth of Christ is
fulfilled, when we live with humility.
This is why St. Paul exhorted the
Philippians, as well as, all of us and
said, “Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus” (Php 2:5).

When we have “the mind of Christ” ~

(1 Co 2:16), we will also have one
mind and will fulfill what St. Paul’s
said, “being like-minded, having
the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only
for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others” (Php 2:2-4).
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We rejoice in the birth of Christ,
because He came to grant us a
new life, which St. Paul conveyed

by saying, “For to me, to live is
Christ, and to die is gain” (Php 1:21).
Additionally, he said, “I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer
| who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which | now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself
for me” (Ga 2:20). This new life is
characterized by holiness, because
as He who called you is holy, you
also be holy in all your conduct” (1 Pe
1:15).

We live this new life, not for
ourselves, but for Christ's sake,
because, “He died for all, that those
who live should live no longer for
themselves, but for Him who died
for them and rose again” (2 Co 5:15).
The goal of this new life is to glorify
God, “For you were bought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body
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and in your spirit, which are God’s”
(1 Co 6: 20).. It is a new life that
liberates us from slavery to other
people, as St. Paul wrote, “You were
bought at a price; do not become
slaves of men” (1 Co 7:23). It is a new
life that liberates us from slavery
to sin, since “whoever commits sin
is a slave of sin... Therefore, if the
Son makes you free, you shall be
free indeed” (Jn 8: 34, 36). We live
this new life on earth, but our goal
is heaven, “For our citizenship is in
heaven, from which we also eagerly
wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Php 3:20)..

The birth of Christ grants joy in our
spiritual struggle, because Christ
gave us salvation and opened to
us the door of Paradise. Thus, we
should act according to the divine
calling, as St. Paul said, “Let your
conduct be worthy of the gospel of
Christ” (Php 1:27) and “work out
your own salvation with fear and
trembling” (Php 2:12). St. Paul set an
example for us by saying, “I do not
count myself to have apprehended;
but one thing | do, forgetting
those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, | press toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus” (Php 3:13-14).
St. Paul assures us that we are not
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alone in our struggle, because, “For
it is God who works in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure”
(Php 2:13).

Let us all rejoice in the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ, The Babe of
Bethlehem, Who emptied Himself
for our salvation, granted us the
life of holiness and true freedom,
and leads us in His triumphal
procession.

Let us pray for the peace of the Holy
Church and our beloved Father,
H.H. Pope Tawadros .

Let us pray for every struggling
and suffering soul so that the Babe
of Bethlehem may shine upon her
with the light of victory and eternal

joy.

Let us pray for the families of our
Martyrs of El Menia and St Samuel
Monastery that the Lord grant
them peace and comfort and pray
for the full and speed recovery of
the wounded

Let us rejoice, because the Lord
is near. May Emmanuel our Lord
shine with His peace in our hearts
and keep our thoughts in Him.

Wishing you many happy returns.
Metropolitan Serapion
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30
HQ BISHOR KYRILL
SERMON FOR THE FEAST ¢
OF EPIPHNY 2019

In the Name of the Father the Son
the Holy Spirit, One God Amen.

May the Lord bestow upon us His
grace and His blessing now and
unto the ages of all ages, forever
Amen.

Asweheardinthe Gospel According
to St. John, St. Mark, St. Luke and
St. Matthew, the fulfillment of the
work which the Lord had declared
by the prophet Isaiah and many
times before, that He will come and
renew humanity by His great work
in the Jordan River. This work is
which He had called his servant to
declare.

Whenyoulisteninthe prayers of the
Divine Liturgy, in the fraction and
the Lakan, it is mainly focusing on
this meeting between St. John the
Baptist and our Lord Jesus Christ.
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It is Humanity that is giving to Him
the crown and the Lord Jesus Christ
was crowning Humanity with the
glory in the Jordan River.

Saint Gregory, theTheologian, gives
us a picture of what is happening in
the Jordan River. Before the Lord
enters, He tells St. John to baptize
Him. Moreover, St. John says | know
who you are; you are the great
Messiah of Israel, how can | the one
who is weak and sinful, baptize
the one who should be baptizing
humanity?

St. Athanasius said that the Lord
Jesus Christ who came to take
Flash: the one who baptizes is the
one who is baptized; the one whois
anointed with the Holy Spirit is the
one who anoints. He receives the
anointing as a man, and He anoints
as God...
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Sothisisthe only time, the only way,
in which we receive the greatness
by the work which the Lord Jesus
Christ did...

The people who are coming to
St. John the Baptist were saying,
“we are sinners and we want to be
prepared for the Messiah." However,
the Lord Jesus Christ said: “I'm the
one whois without sin who will take
the sin away from the sinners.” Thus
Saint John declared: “Behold the
Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world,” or in the original
language“who carries the sin of the
world.”

During the offering of the Hamal
for the Liturgy, the first thing the
priest says is: “the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world."The
priest is declaring as Saint John the
Baptist did; “this is the Lamb who is
going to take away our sin”

Which one is it?

When St. John the Baptist was
asked; among all these people
which is the one? He pointed and
said, this is the one, this is the Lamb
of God, and he baptized Him.

So the priest does the same thing;
he takes the one lamb among all
of the others, 5 or 7 or 9. Then he
comes to the altar, takes the water
and says; “this is the one who will
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take away the sin of the world.”

Similarly, the deacon declares
before the reading of the Gospel,
when he hides his face and holds
the cross saying “Stand in the fear
of God!” This is exactly what Saint
John is declaring “stand and be
ready, so you will receive the Word
which is the Lord Jesus Christ who
is coming to heal us and save us.”

Furthermore, the priest stands
behind the deacon; the deacon is
in the front, and the Priest is in the
back; the deacon hides his face and
the priest’s face is uncovered, and
he is holding the gospel. Why?

As origin says; St. John is the voice of
one who is crying in the wilderness,
but the Lord Jesus Christ is the
Word of God who takes away the
sin of the world.

The voice may not be clear. When
someone shouts, you may not
understand what they are saying if
far away. However, when someone
speaks the word clearly, He is the
one who is the Lord Jesus Christ
who preaches the word of salvation.

The third time in the Liturgy which
points to this meeting between St.
John and the Lord Jesus Christ is
right before communion when the
deacon takes the cross, and says,
blessed is he who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Then the priest
comes with the body of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and says, “the Holies
are for the holy.”

Meaning, St. John or the deacon is
announcing the coming of the true
body and blood, And he faces the
priest, or the body and the blood,
and we will see his back. Because
for the same reason, we are to see
the Lord coming the one facing us
is the Lord.

The Old Testament was looking
and worshipping to the West, in the
temple, and the Tabernacle. They
were facing the west, the place
where the sun sets.

However, the New Testament faces
the East, and in the middle is the
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. The
Lord Jesus Christ is declaring the
Old Testament is in the shadows,
and they don't see His face. Here,
St. John, the Baptist represents the
Old Testament which is declaring
Christ to come, but we see Him very
clearly, while the Old Testament is
in the shadows.

When the Lord appeared to Moses,
He said: “I will pass by you; you
will be in the middle in the cleft
of the rock like the doves, they go
into the crevices in the mountain.
Moreover, Moses hid in that place,
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and God said: | will pass by but you
will not see my face, and | will cover
the mountain, and then as | pass |
will let go and then you will see the
back from behind!”

Why is this?

The Old Testament was listening
to the Lord and saw a part of His
glory, but they only saw the back
of the Lord. They didn’t see His face
because a weak “man cannot see
God and live”

We could not behold His glory. We
couldn’t see the Face of God; we
were not allowed.

Similarly, in the Divine Liturgy, when
we pray the prayer of reconciliation,
the priest puts the napkin (Lefafa)
over his face because we cannot
see God and live. However, when
he says: “through Christ Jesus our
Lord,” he removes this and is able to
Behold The Glory.

Just like Moses lifted the veil from
his face, and he was able to speak
with God. However, when he spoke
to the Israelites, he had to cover his
face because his face was shining.

The work of the New Testament
especially in this Feast, the Feast of
Lights, the Feast of the Revelation,
Epiphany, reveals to us the Holy
Trinity. Since we couldn’t see Him,
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we could only hear His voice; we
didn't have the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit would visit, but He can’t
remain on us. If you look in the
Jordan, there is an important word
that says in the Gospel of St. John“it
remained on him.

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament
was passing above the waters.
However, after Adam and Eve
sinned, the Holy Spirit couldn’t stay
inside them, because humanity had
to be removed from its sin, it had to
be purified.

However, when the Lord was
baptized in this flesh, and He
purifies Humanity, now the Holy
Spirit could come inside and dwell
in us. That is why the Holy Spirit
didn’t leave; “it remained on Him”
until it was carried and He got out
of the waters. A sign for us that if
we receive this baptism, we are
baptized in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the
Holy Spirit will not return to us.

St. Cyril of Alexandria said, “this
is what humanity was waiting for
from the beginning.” After Adam
and Eve lost the Holy Spirit; they
lost their relationship with God
the Father, and now the image of
the only begotten Son was now
affected. What was ruined was our
relationship with the Father, the
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Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father
because we are no longer the
children of God, bearing his name.
The Son in the same way as the
children of God we were separated
from our father. The image of the
Lord Jesus Christ was affected, and
the Holy Spirit was now removed
from us.

In Jordan and after the Lord’s
Resurrection, He restores all of this.
Now He says“this is my beloved Son
in whom | am well pleased.” Then,
every child, every one of us who
comes out of the water of baptism,
“is my beloved Son,” now he is the
child of God.

Now we are adopted children of
God, He is Son by nature, but we are
sons and daughters by adoption,
through the work of the baptism.

Before He said the image of God is
affected as if someone has a coin
with the image and the face is not
clear, you can’t see it anymore.
Some will say we don’t know the
value of it.

In the baptism, when Christ
renewed our nature, now we are
able to see. Yes. This is the Lord
Jesus Christ. Yes. This is the image
of the Son.

Also, the Holy Spirit that we could
not receive any more inside us;
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after the baptism, the priest blows
and says: “receive the Holy Spirit”
Now, you can receive the Holy Spirit
which was lost before.

After Christ rose from the dead, He
breathed in the face of the Apostles
and said: “receive the Holy Spirit,
the sin you forgive are forgiven, the
sins you retain are retained”

All the work of the Holy Trinity, in
Christianity, all of this is restored.
No other religion promises to give
the Holy Spirit. When St. John,
the Baptist, began to speak to the
Israelites, they said: “how could this
be, how could you call yourself the
Son of God, no one can be the Son
of God, no one can see God and
live?”

Nootherreligion hasthisrestoration
of the Father, the image of the Son,
and the work of the Holy Spirit.
Thus, when anyone is baptized, we
do a procession with light in great
joy, to say that now the Lord has
granted us salvation.

May the Lord renew us with this
joy of the baptism and Salvation so
that we may always be preaching
the work of salvation for us for all
the years.

Glory be now and never to the ages
of all ages Amen.
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Nathalie Hemaya
Martena Gorge
Kirolos Tadros
Bishoy Gebraeil
Matthew Samweil
Luke Samweil
Stephanos George
Mina Hanna
Beshoy Soliman
Mariam Hanna
Demiana Saaid
Rufina Tawfeek
Paul Boushra
Phelopatir Hanna
Matthew Shaker
Marly Shenouda
Danial Matta
Tony Awad

Peter Bousht
Branden Ma
Mark Matta
Ramy Iskan
Mary Attia
Marem Gad
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ARE You Born BLIND? JEsus

Heals THE MAN

In the Name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, one God Amen.

On the Fourth Sunday of the
Blessed Coptic Month of Tuba, the
Divine Liturgy Gospel reading is
from the Gosple according to to
Saint John Chapter 9.

The passage speaks of one of the
most important miracles that our
Lord Jesus Christ performed. In
this Miracle, Jesus confirmed His
divinity in the healing of the man
who was blind from birth, the man
born blind.

The church arranged this passage
to be read in the month of Tubah to
demonstrate the importance of the
Sacrament of Baptism.

Saint John the Baptist baptized
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the Jordan
river. Our Church celebrates the day
of Jesus’ baptism, as the Feast of
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Born BLIND.
Fr. Michael Ibrahim

Epiphany. Epiphany or Theophany
means the Divine Apparition.

We knew the importance of this
mystery when our Lord Jesus Christ
insisted on conforming to the
baptism of Saint John. Moreover,
when Jesus said to Nicodemus,
“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless
one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5)

Therefore, the Church arranged
for this miracle to be read after the
Feast of Epiphany to show us the
importance of the sacrament of
baptism. Through the Divinity of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the eyes of
the man born blind were opened,
and he was enlightened to see and
know that the Man standing in
front of him is Jesus Christ the Son
of God!

This man, after he received his
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sight, He witnessed to Christ!
He witnessed with full faith
after he received the new birth!
Furthermore, he bowed down to
Christ, saying, “Lord, | believe!” and
he worshiped Him.

It is the same idea, when one of
us is baptised, he is enlightened
through the sacrament of baptism,
That person believes in God, the
Word and worships him, Meaning
confessing that Christ is Lord.

At the beginning of chapter 9 of
the Gospel according to Saint John,
when the disciples saw the man
born blind, they asked our Lord
Jesus Christ: “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born
blind?"” (John 9: 2)

The Disciples’
many meanings:

question carries

The First Meaning:

Jesus is the examiner of souls. He
knows their sins! Moreover, when
we hear how Jesus answered his
disciples: “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of
God should be revealed in him.” His
answer assures us that He is God,
the Creator, who knows the story
of the fall of Adam and Eve into
temptation and that the cause of
this disease, or any ailment, is sin!
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The Second Meaning is:

In the mind of the disciples, the
concept was that sin is the cause
of all afflictions! Death and disease
did not enter into the world except
through sin; God said to Adam after
he sinned: “you shall surely die.”

The Third Meaning is:

The sins of the parents are passed
onto their children, therefore, by
the fall of Adam and Eve into sin,
human nature was corrupted, and
this corrupt nature was passed on
to us! Consequently, we were in
need of renewal.

Saint Paul, the Apostle, explained
in his first epistle to the Corinthians
saying: “For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ all shall be made alive.” (1
Cor 15:22)

Also, in the Epistle to the Romans,
“Therefore, just as through one
man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men because all
sinned” (Romans 5:12)

The Fourth Meaning is: Sin causes
blindness! It causes us to lose sight
and insight, and makes us blind.
This is how Jesus described the
Jews: “They have eyes, but they can
not see.”
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For each of these points, Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of
God should be revealed in him” (John
9:3)

What work was revealed here?

Wasn't it Jesus who performed the
miracle?! Wasn't Jesus the one who
created the eyes of the Blind Man,
This shows the Divinity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ as the creator!

But the real question here is, Why
didn’t Jesus create his eyes through
words only? Jesus Could have
ordered his eyes to be created, and
it would have been so! Why did He
have to go through all that work to
create the blind’s eyes?!

Let us examine the steps that Jesus
took to perform this miracle:

The first step: “He spat on the
ground and made clay with the
saliva, and He anointed the eyes of
the blind man with the clay.” (Jn 9: 6)

Imagine putting clay on someone’s
eyes! What would happen?!

This shows how much faith this
blind man had in Christ; he didn't
even object to what Jesus did!
However, God wanted to make it
clear that he will heal his illness,
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(meaning Sin), in the same way, He
created Adam!

The second step: Jesus said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which is translated, Sent)” (Jn 9: 7)

This must have been difficult for
the blind man! He had to go to the
pool of Siloam while he was blind!
The blind man could not see. But
he did not object! And he went and
washed in the pool of Siloam.

The Third Step: It is the most crucial
step and the goal of a miracle, a
new creation through baptism St.
John says, “So he went and washed,
and came back seeing.” (John 9: 7)

This shows the result of washing
in the pool of Siloam, The Pool of
Siloam means the sender or sent.
Which means that Christ was sent to
give us water to be washed through
the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
to receive sight and to enjoy the
salvation through enlightenment
that s gifted to us to be his children,
and He is our father, and to inherit
the kingdom of Heaven, so we can
say with born blind: “One thing |
know: that though | was blind, now
| see!” (John 9:25)

And Glory be to God and always
Amen.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Mr. Emad and Georgette Iskander
for the baptism of their Son Axios

Mr. Shenouda and Christine Saleh for
the baptism of their Son Emmanuel
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Under the Auspice of
H. E. Metropolitan Serapion
Diocese of Los Angeles,
Southern California & Hawaii

The Virgin of The Hi-Desert
A bi-monthly newsletter published by
Saint Mary/Coptic OrthodoxChurch

Clergy
Er. Michael/lbrahim
Cell:/(760) 486:- 0856
Ermichaelibrahim@stmarychurchvv.com

Saint Mary Church Physical Address:
14647 Bonanza Rd
Victorville, CA 92392

Saint Mary Church Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 190
Victorville, CA 92393

Phone: (760) 241 - 6279
Email: stmarychurchvv@aol.com

Newsletter Email:
VirginOfHiDesert@aol.com

Visit us at the church official Website
http://www:stmarychurchvv.com

Follow us on Facebook at:
StMary.Coptic.Church Victorville

YouTube channel:
Saint.Mary.Coptic OrthodoxChurch
Victorville

L.A. Diocese’s Website:
http://www:lacopts.org
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